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ABOUT US

Stirling Schools provide the best 
education services by bringing 
professional educators together 
and investing continuously in 
educational technologies
and facilities.

Our schools prepare individuals to understand, 
contribute to, and succeed in a rapidly 
changing society, thus making the world a 
better and more just place.

Within our strategic planning, there is a strong 
focus on digital learning, ensuring that we 
provide a strong digital curriculum, supported 
by excellent teaching and access to the latest 
technology.

Philosophy
As befits a global provider of affordable 
education, we deliver our lessons for the most 
part in English.

We set the highest levels of accountability for 
ourselves, ensuring optimum standards of 
achievement for all. We aim to acknowledge 
and create opportunities for personal and 
spiritual development and for social and 
moral growth.

We provide engaging learning pathways in 
order to equip our pupils, our students, and our 
staff with the necessary tools to unlock their 
full potential.

Why Choose Us
We have implemented a coherent education 
model globally with a strong digital 
curriculum, supported by excellent teaching 
and the latest technology.

Our strength is in providing dynamic and 
engaging English language curricula
in classrooms across Iraq.
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ERBIL  info-erbil@stirlingschools.co.uk
  Phone: +964 750 622 1212

SORAN  info-soran@stirlingschools.co.uk
  Phone: +964 751 810 2005

SULAYMANIYAH info-sulaymaniyah@stirlingschools.co.uk
  Phone: +964 770 058 9009

HALABJA  info-halabja@stirlingschools.co.uk
  Phone: +964 750 146 7165

DUHOK  info-duhok@stirlingschools.co.uk
      Phone: +964 750 129 1913

BAGHDAD  info-baghdad@stirlingschools.co.uk
  Phone: +964 771 399 3390
 
KIRKUK  info-kirkuk@stirlingschools.co.uk
         Phone: +964 773 211 1994

BASRAH  info-basrah@stirlingschools.co.uk
                 Phone: +964 780 113 9000

ERBIL

SULAYMANIYAH
KIRKUK

HALABJA

BAGHDAD

BASRAH

SORAN

DUHOK

OUR SCHOOLS
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MISSION & VISION

Our Mission:
Our Mission is to build nurturing, supportive 
and collaborative communities of learners by 
combining local cultural values with international 
standards of education.

Our Vision:
Our vision is to inspire and empower our students 
to become global citizens with a deeply ingrained 
sense of social responsibility and creativity, readily 
equipped with personal qualities such as a fully 
rounded, independent character, and developed 
critical thinking skills so that they are imbued with 
the ability to unlock their full academic potential and 
exercise their talents in real life.

We recognize that outstanding academic results 
occur best when a student’s emotional, social 
and physical well-being is developed alongside 
a strong work ethic. We focus in depth on the 
use of the latest digital innovations and the 
most advanced technology in order to maximize 
the content delivery offered by our educators to 
our learners.

The Stirling Schools group is founded on the 
premise of a supportive, collaborative and 
dynamic community of learners.

Our schools deliver high-quality education 
through a combination of international 
education standards and local cultural values. 

We offer a multilingual curriculum with a special 
focus on delivering Science, Engineering, 
and Maths in English, supported by the latest 
technological resources used in Education 
delivery throughout the modern world.

We develop our students’ emotional, social and 
physical well-being in order to underpin their 
ability to achieve outstanding academic results.

Our goal is to develop independent, confident, 
respectful, and resilient individuals with strong 
ethical values.

Our ambition is to inspire and empower Stirling 
Schools students to become engaged, reliable, 
and confident citizens of the global community. 

Integrity, respect, resilience and strong ethical 
values are core principles which our students 
acquire. It is our desire that every student 
will obtain a deep-rooted sense of social 
responsibility.

Stirling Schools deliver quality education to 
help students develop into critical thinkers who 
are motivated to be independent, creative and 
entrepreneurial in their contributions to society.

We support our students’ academic potential 
while simultaneously instilling authenticity, self-
esteem and strong ethical values within every 
individual.
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Our goal is to develop independent, confident, 
respectful, and resilient individuals with strong 
ethical values.
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OUR SCHOOLS

International Schools
The Stirling Schools group operates two 
international schools located in Erbil and 
Sulaymaniyah. The UK-based quality assurance 
bodies ASIC and City & Guilds have accredited 
our international schools. English is the medium 
of instruction across all subjects except for 
mother tongue languages and foreign language 
classes. Our teaching staff are in the main 
expatriate teachers. Our international schools 
offer an internationally accredited program 
that equips students with internationally 
recognised academic skills through a rigorous 
curriculum based on balanced learning 
standards and complemented by a developed 
program of fruitful co-curricular and extra-
curricular activities.

Private Schools
The Stirling Schools group operates 44 private 
schools from Kindergarten to High School level. 
The medium of instruction for English, Maths, 
Science, and Computer is the English language 
while other subjects are delivered in Arabic and 
Kurdish. Our educational staff consists of both 
expatriates and local teachers.

The Stirling Schools group, established for over 27 years now in Iraq, has been successfully operating private and 
international schools across the country for nearly a quarter of a century. It offers high-quality education, digitally 
supported by a variety of educational facilities. All of our schools are licensed and authorised by the Ministry of 
Education and have international accreditation.
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 The Stirling Schools 
group believes that every 

student has the ability 
and the right to learn.
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Stirling Schools has designed and implements a unique 
education model that combines rich components, skills, 
and standards to  raise engaged, reliable, and confident 
citizens of the global community.

Stirling Schools deliver quality education to help 
students develop into critical thinkers who are motivated 
to be independent, creative and entrepreneurial in their 
contributions to society.

We support our students’ academic potential while 
simultaneously instilling authenticity, self-esteem and 
strong ethical values within every individual.

STIRLING SCHOOLS 
EDUCATION MODEL 
(SEM®)

 07 

Stirling Schools Education M
odel (SEM

®)



08 

St
irl

in
g 

Sc
ho

ol
s 

Ed
uc

at
io

n 
M

od
el

 (S
EM

® )



Communication
The ability to express 
thoughts and feelings 
clearly and confidently 
in a range of media and 
forms.

Multiculturalism
The ability to live with 
people from different 
cultures and establish a 
dialogue with them.

Confidence
Having confidence in 
abilities and character.

Multilingualism
The ability to 
communicate in multiple 
languages.

Compassion
The ability to empathize 
with others and to act 
accordingly.

Independence
The ability to work 
independently.

Curiosity
The ability to ask 
questions and explore 
how the world works.

Composure
The ability to connect 
with the inner life of 
feeling and develop 
a sense of personal 
harmony and balance.

Collaboration
The ability to work 
constructively with 
others.

Creativity
The ability to generate 
new ideas and to apply 
them in practice.

Critical Thinking
The ability to analyze 
information and ideas 
and to form reasoned 
arguments and 
judgments.

Competencies
What students should know as a result 
of their education is what we call a set of 
competencies that are essential for students 
to succeed in school, higher education, 
careers, and life. 

Citizenship
The ability to engage 
constructively with 
society and to participate 
in the process that 
sustains it.

SEM® - S01.
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Coherent Education 
Framework
A coherent education model with a digitalized 
curriculum framework

We implement a coherent education model 
with a strong digital curriculum, supported by 
excellent teaching and the latest technology.

Our coherent curriculum model is an aligned 
curriculum that refers to an academic 
framework that is:

 1. coherently sequenced and deliberately 
designed to facilitate learning, 

 2. free of academic inconsistencies and 
pointless redundancies, and 

 3. aligned and well-organized across 
lessons, courses, subject areas, and grade levels

We focus in depth on the use of the latest digital 
innovations and the most advanced technology 
in order to maximize the content delivery offered 
by our educators to our learners.

SEM® - S02.
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International Standards

     1. Recognition of Students Graduation 
Diploma & Certificate Across National 
& International Schools
One of the most important advantages of 
studying in an international school is that it 
allows students to move between international 
schools abroad and within the country. Having 
an international assessment benchmarking 
and reporting helps students to get admitted to 
other international schools easily.

Our students receive an international certificate 
of completion upon completing each grade 
level from the UK Government Recognized 
Accrediting Body, City & Guilds.

     2. Multinational and Multilingual 
Student Body
As the word international suggests having 
students from different countries and teaching 
of different languages and cultures is another 
criterion of an international school. It creates 
an international environment and grows 

the students as a global citizen which is a 
fundamental aim of international schooling. 

Our schools have a student community of 
various nationalities.

     3. An Accredited Education Program 
& Curriculum
Using an accredited education program and 
curriculum is a fundamental criterion of 
international education. An enriched curriculum 
with international recognition also allows 
students to easily move between the schools. 

Our schools use an internationally recognized 
curriculum: Cambridge Curriculum Framework.

     4. International Accreditation 
International accreditation is a quality 
assurance process under which services 
and operations of educational institutions or 
programs are evaluated and verified by an 
external body to determine if applicable and 

recognized standards are met. If standards 
are met, accredited status is granted by the 
appropriate agency.

Our schools have had its education programs 
accredited by one of the world’s most reputable 
and prominent organizations, City & Guilds, 
a British Royal Organization as meeting its 
quality assurance criteria. Centre no: 847237

     5. Multinational Teacher Population
Having teachers from different countries is a 
very important value of being an international 
education. A multinational teacher population 
highly contributes to the cultural diversity and 
academic achievement of the students.

Our schools have a multinational teacher 
profile, and we continuously support our 
local teachers to have international standards 
through training services by our UK Teachers 
Academy and Cambridge University Press.

SEM® - S03.
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     6. English or Bilingual as the Language 
of Instruction
International Education requires the English language as 
the medium of instructions for the core subjects while 
putting a strong emphasis on the mother tongue and an 
additional foreign language. Studying the core subjects 
in the English language makes students to easily 
move to other schools, get admitted to international 
universities, and provide more career opportunities. 

The curricula for the core subjects (English, 
Mathematics, and Science) are instructed in English 
Language, and other subjects are taught in the 
mother tongue.

Our English Language teaching is supported by 
Cambridge Assessment English Exams and TOEFL 
exams; and we base the English language teaching 
that we deliver on the Common European Framework 
of Reference for Languages (CEFR).

    7. Strong Emphasis on Extracurricular 
Activities 
International education promotes the social development 
of students alongside academic growth. Extracurricular 
activities play an important role in helping students to 
socialize and develop their skills outside the classroom.

Stirling Schools are committed to create a supportive, 
collaborative and dynamic community of learners. Our 
schools offer a rich variety of extracurricular activities.

     8. Educational Facilities
A rich learning environment is vital in all schools, 
particularly in international education. Computer lab, 
science labs, libraries and Art rooms are an essential 
part of a coherent educational system.

All of our schools have computer and science labs, 
libraries, and art/music rooms, sports fields, and 
brain games rooms (kindergarten).

     9. Technological Capability
Preparing students for a tech-driven world is one of 
the most important goals of international education. 
Smartboards, computer labs, and interactive books 
are some examples of an educational program that 
is digitally enriched. 

We implement a coherent education model globally 
with a strong digital curriculum, supported by 
excellent teaching and the latest technology. The 
Cambridge Curriculum framework is endorsed with 
physical and digital resources, tools,  and platforms 
such as Cambridge LMS, CambridgeOne Presentation 
Plus, and Elevate. Each of our classrooms is equipped 
with latest technology 4K smartboards.
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"Our ambition is to inspire and empower 
our students to become engaged, reliable, 
and confident citizens of the global 
community."
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English 
Language 
Teaching
Stirling Schools English Language 
Proficiency Chart Linked with CEFR 
(Common European Framework of 
Reference for Languages)

We base the English language teaching 
that we deliver on the Common 
European Framework of Reference for 
Languages (CEFR). We determined 
the level of each grade based on the 
CEFR and we set the exit band target 
for our students accordingly.

We aim to make sure that every 
student reaches the appropriate exit 
band level by the time they complete 
each grade. In addition to our internal 
assessment, we use Cambridge and 

TOEFL international examinations to 
assess students’ English language 
proficiency starting from as early 
as the 3rd grade, in order to check 
whether they have achieved the 
required exit band or not.

In this way, our students become 
accustomed to taking international 
examinations. As a result, when they 
graduate from high school, they are 
ready to take in their stride the IELTS 
Academic and TOEFL IBT tests.

Kindergarten

Pre
A1 Primary Key 

Stage 1

A2
Primary Key 

Stage 2

B1 Preparatory 
Program

Pre
B1 Secondary 

Stage

B2+ High School 
Stage

C1

Beginner Indermediate Advanced

C
A
M

B
R

ID
G

E

M
IT

SEM® - S04.
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Cambridge YLE
Cambridge KEY
Cambridge FCE
Cambridge Preliminary
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Cambridge YLE

Cambridge English: Young Learners, also known 
as Young Learners English Tests, is a suite of 
English language examinations specially designed 
for children in primary and ower-secondary 
schools. The tests are provided by Cambridge 
English Language Assessment. In Stirling Schools, 
students take these exams at the primary level.

Cambridge Key

Key for Schools (formerly KET for Schools), is 
one of the Cambridge English Qualifications. It is 
an exam for school-age learners which will help 
prepare them for higher-level English language 
qualifications. At Stirling Schools, students take 
this exam at the end of the preparatory year 
program and, for some, in grade 7 as seems most 
appropriate to meet students’ individual needs.

Cambridge Preliminary

Preliminary (formerly PET), is one of the Cambridge 
English Qualifications. It is the English language 
exam that shows students have mastered the 
basics. At Stirling Schools, students take this exam 
at the end of grade 7 and, for some, in grade 10, as 
seems most appropriate to meet students’ needs.
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International
English Language Examinations

TOEFL Primary
The TOEFL Primary program offers three 
different tests for students ages 8+ to 
measure a range of skills — from students 
at the beginning stages of learning 
English to those who have acquired more 
communicative English skills. Each test 
offers reliable administration and scoring, 
together with meaningful and detailed 
feedback to help young learners progress.

TOEFL Primary tests assess students’ 
knowledge, skills, and abilities to fulfil core 
communication goals in English. The TOEFL 
Primary Reading and Listening tests are 
offered at two levels of proficiency, Step 1 
and Step 2 so that students can select an 
assessment that more closely matches the 
level of their skills.

TOEFL Junior
The TOEFL Junior® tests, intended for 
students ages 11+ in middle school and lower 
levels of high school, are an accurate and 
reliable measure of students’ communicative 
skills in English. Based on the rich heritage 
of the TOEFL® test, the TOEFL Junior tests 
help us to pinpoint our students’ strengths 
and challenges.

Like all tests in the TOEFL Family of 
Assessments, the TOEFL Junior tests are 
based on solid research to ensure their 
fairness, validity, and reliability, and they reflect 
best practices in language testing.

TOEFL ITP
The TOEFL ITP program was developed to meet 
demand from institutions and teachers for a 
convenient, affordable and reliable method 
to evaluate the students and curricula of 
existing English language learning programs. 
The TOEFL ITP assessments share the same 
rich heritage as the TOEFL® test — the world’s 
most widely accepted and respected English-
language assessment. TOEFL ITP tests differ 
from the classic TOEFL® exam, in that they 
are administered locally by institutions (or 
ETS Preferred Network offices) and can be 
used for a range of defined purposes, such 
as providing internationally benchmarked 
achievement standards for student progress 
within school.
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Culturally Responsive 
Curriculum

Stirling Schools educational standards meet the 
requirements of local contexts, culture(s), and 
national assessments.

Stirling Schools believe in mother tongue 
education as a fundamental element of the 
foundation of learning. We support the teaching 
of the mother tongue by way of activities 
dedicated to enhancing the use of the students’ 
first language.

Curricula for Social Studies aims to promote 
civic competence—the knowledge, intellectual 
processes, cultural and socio-cultural awareness, 
self respect, and dedication to national and 
traditional values required of students to be 
active and engaged participants in public life. 

Thus, Stirling Schools educational standards 
combine modern science, universal ethics, while 
being dedicated to traditional values.

SEM® - S05.
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We support 
mother tongue 
teaching with 
interactive 
rich books 
integrated to 4K 
smartboards

Mother Tongue Education

Stirling Schools believe in mother tongue education as a fundamental element 
of the foundation of learning.

We support the teaching of the mother tongue by way of activities dedicated to 
enhancing the use of the students’ first language. Besides this, students are taught 
Music, Art, Social Sciences, and Religious Studies in their mother tongue.
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Digitized Education
Our education is supported with quality and rich resources

International books Digital and online 
resources

Classroom technology: 
smart boards

Supportive resources

SEM® - S06.
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Enriched Education Model (EEM®) 
As its motto, “Reimagining Education” suggests, Stirling Schools Group 
believes that education needs to be enriched in order to keep up with the 
ever-changing world. 

The educational curriculum needs to be improved in order to educate 
individuals who think, design and produce in accordance with the standards 
of the age we live in. 

Therefore, Stirling Schools integrates Enriched Education Model (EEM) into its 
dynamic educational services to inspire and empower its students to become 
engaged, reliable, and confident citizens of the global community.

SEM® - S07.
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aims to help students explore their potential.

teaches how to learn, and promotes learner autonomy.

teaches while entertaining, and entertains while teaching.

enriches uniform education.

Enriched Education Model is a general name for an 
educational program that 

What is EEM®?
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Enrichment in PE, Art, Music, and 
Computer classes 

Enrichment with extracurricular courses 

Enrichment through Values Education

Enrichment in core subjects 

EEM® Applies to 4 Fields 
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21st Century Skills

SEM® - S08.
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21st Century Skills in Education  
Stirling Schools Student Profile and Competencies establish a 
framework in which students learn the essential skills for success 
in today’s world, such as critical thinking, problem solving, 
communication, and collaboration.

Stirling Schools Education Model is designed to combine 21st Century 
Skills with its educational provisions—standards, assessments, 
curriculum and instruction, professional development, and learning 
environments—to make students are more engaged in the learning 
process and help them graduate better prepared to thrive in today’s 
global economy. 
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They establish 
meaningful 
and respectful 
relations with 
the people 
around them.
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SEM® - S09.

Stirling Schools Student Profile

Academic Profile

Critical Thinkers

Stirling Schools Students are critical thinkers who aim to 
achieve the best possible outcomes in any situation. To 
attain this goal involves them gathering and evaluating 
information from as many different sources possible.
Students have the ability to realise why things are the 
way they are and to formulate their own opinions, taking 
into account the potential consequences of their own 
or others’ actions when reaching their conclusions.

Communicators

Stirling Schools Students are fabulous communicators 
imbued with empathy and blessed with excellent 
conversational skills. They establish meaningful and 
respectful relations with the people around them.

Researchers

Stirling Schools Students are open-minded, and they 
adopt a critical way of thinking. Besides this, they are 
hard-working, attentive to details, and are focused in 
their devotion to their specific field of interest.

Creative Thinkers

Stirling Schools Students are innovative and always 
open to learning new things. They can use their 
imagination and their critical thinking skills together to 
ensure that their cogitation is guided by meaning. Yet 
they can also take calculated risks, and be independent 
and flexible in their individual thought processes. They 
learn to develop their ability to find different solutions 
to a given problem.

28 
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Multilingual People

Stirling Schools Students are multi-lingual people. 
This makes it easy for them to communicate with 
other communities and to establish secure personal 
connections. Knowing different languages helps them 
to improve their understanding of life and their ability 
to judge situations. They have better job prospects as 
multilingual individuals. 

Independent Learners

Stirling Schools Students understand the importance 
of – and take responsibility for – their own learning. 
They are self-motivated and accept that frustration 
in the present can act as a valuable spur to achieving 
future success. They are curious problem solvers, 
engaging in what they are learning by taking initiatives 
and making attempts.

Collaborative Learners

Stirling Schools Students learn, solve their problems, or 
complete their tasks by being a part of a group of friends 
working together. They always look for opportunities to 
work as a team and to collaborate.

Confident Individuals

Stirling Schools Students are happy and productive 
individuals who are fully confident. They possess 
energetic personalities and enhanced decision-
making abilities. What’s more, they do not have 
negative thoughts.

Multicultural Individuals

Stirling Schools Students respect and understand 
cultural differences. Being multicultural individuals 
increases the influences that inspire them, helping 
them in their decision-making.

Academic Profile
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Stirling Students 
respect and understand 
cultural differences. 
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Care-Givers

Stirling Schools Students are kind. They readily forgive 
others, demonstrate forbearance and are always ready 
to help people in need. People around them feel the 
comfort of having them close by as friends.

Peacemakers

Stirling Schools Students are understanding and 
dedicated to establishing peace among the people near 
them or far from them. Wherever they see a conflict or 
misunderstanding, they immediately approach, to offer 
a helping hand and to find peaceful solutions.

Global Citizens

Stirling Schools Students are global citizens. This 
is so relevant now since our modern world is like a 
global village where local and global affairs are deeply 
intertwined. Today's challenging world requires students 
to collaborate with others beyond the classroom, to 
think deeply and critically about what is reasonable 
and just, and also to evaluate what will minimize harm 
to people around them and to our planet. Being global 
citizens helps them to feel more confident in standing 
up for their beliefs and to be more skilled in evaluating 
the ethics and the impact of their decisions.

Patient

Stirling Schools Students learn about and acquire 
the virtue of patience during their school life 
from the collaboration between the school , the 
teacher, and the parent. Being patient helps them 
to overcome all challenging situations with great 
flexibility and in the best way.

Character Profile

Stirling Schools Students have the 
motivation and the ability to monitor and 
control their behaviour.
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Character Profile

Honest

Stirling Schools Students are decent, virtuous, sincere, 
truthful and trustworthy. Their actions reflect what they 
truly have in their minds and they do not undertake 
anything that is morally wrong.

Compassionate

Stirling Schools Students are thoughtful, and they 
show sympathy and concern for others. They 
genuinely care about other people. They have 
compassion and they can readily put themselves in 
others’ shoes and feel for them.

Self-Disciplined

Stirling Schools Students have the motivation and the 
ability to monitor and control their behaviour. They 
are highly self-disciplined and able to focus on long-
term goals. This helps them to make the best choices 
connected with their ongoing academic studies and 
future career. They are a great asset to their own country 
and to the world.

Grateful

Stirling Schools Students are very warmly appreciative. 
They readily show gratitude for any kindness or for any 
benefits they have received. Being grateful promotes 
optimism and this helps them to develop a very positive 
outlook on the world.

Hopeful

Stirling Schools Students are hopeful, and this makes 
life better for them in many ways. Being hopeful helps 
them to make tough personal circumstances feel more 
bearable. Hope eventually improves their lives and 
motivates them to take steps to make a better future 
happen. Their hopefulness becomes an excellent 
example for others never to lose hope in hard situations 
and to work to overcome them.
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Character Education
Stirling Schools Values Curriculum
Stirling Schools believes wholeheartedly in the importance of focusing on universal values which are 
essential to growing academically successful individuals with a good character. Our motto is ‘World 
Peace through Personal Peace’.

The universal values that we practice in our schools are:

LOVING MY SCHOOL
Helping students to enjoy 
the school as the first step 
to success in their studies.

KNOWING MY SCHOOL
An environment that is 
familiar to students is 
essential for them to be 
able to accept the school 
as their second home.

PROTECTING SCHOOL 
EQUIPMENT
Increasing students’ 
awareness of the value of 
protecting their belongings, 
others’ belongings, and 
school equipment by means 
of encouraging them to look 
after what they use. 

FRIENDSHIP
Understanding the meaning 
of friendship, and being 
able to establish working 
relationships with friends and 
protecting friendships without 
discriminating against anyone. 

LOVING OUR PARENTS
Respecting and loving our 
parents not only during the 
times when they appreciate us 
but during the times that they 
caution or admonish us about 
our mistakes.

TRUTHFULNESS
Making an effort to tell the truth 
at all times even if it may hurt our 
loved ones and ourselves.

KEEPING CLEAN
Learning to keep our environment 
clean and to take responsibility for 
maintaining cleanliness.

The Stirling Schools group cares deeply about 
character education and strives to foster students’ 
academic success alongside their development 
of good character. The Stirling Schools Values 
Curriculum is the core of our character education 
from kindergarten to grade 12.

SEM® - S10.
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PERSONAL HYGIENE
Learning to take care of our hygiene and getting 
into the habit of being a hygienic person. 

COURTESY & MANNERS
Knowing how to behave within our family, our 
class, our school, and our community.

APPRECIATING DIFFERENCES
Understanding the fact that differences make 
our community rich, and appreciating the 
differences between us. 

GREETINGS 
Getting into the habit of greeting not only people 
we know but also others in our school and our 
community.

LOVING ANIMALS
Loving and protecting animals and 
understanding that they are part of our world 
that they also play an important role in make our 
world a better place.

RESPECTING
Understanding that respect starts by respecting 
ourselves, our family, our school and our 
wider community. Realising that mutual 
respect is essential to be able to live together 
harmoniously.

APOLOGIZING
We, as human beings, tend to make mistakes and 
hurt people unintentionally. Apologizing is like a 
gift that we can offer to others that we hurt. Also, 
being able to accept apologies from other people 
is a significant virtue that we all should possess.  

TOILET ETIQUETTE
Keeping quiet, keeping the privacy, locking the 
door, never leaving the restroom dirty are some 
of the rules that we make sure students learn and 
practice particularly at early stages. 

SHARING
Sharing is a skill that students need to learn. They 
learn that giving and sharing what we have will 
also encourage others to do the same.

PRESERVING OUR VALUES
Teaching students about their cultures, their 
values, and their traditions by organizing cultural 
events and by encouraging students to practise 
and to appreciate their own values. 

RESPECTING OTHERS' RIGHTS
We teach students to protect their rights and to 
respect others’ rights to be treated fairly. When 
we all know the limits and show respect for each 
other, this will make the environment that we live in 
a better place. 
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SCHOOL RULES
Learning to live by the rules that adults live by 
starts from an early age when students learn, 
remember and follow the school rules. It is 
important for students to understand that rules are 
there to protect us and others, not to frustrate us 
or to limit our freedom.

WELCOMING DIFFERENT IDEAS
Understanding that if our ideas were to be 
accepted and practised everywhere, we would 
have a rainbow with a single colour only. 
Considering others’ opinions to be as vital as ours 
makes our world more enjoyable. It is important to 
learn to give up our idea when someone else has a 
better one.

TIDINESS
How we organize ourselves and the place that 
we live in reflects our inner world. Being a tidy 
person will make us happier and help us stay 
more organized. We help students understand and 
practise the value of tidiness.

HEALTHY LIVING
Understanding the meaning of healthy living 
and how it makes our life better. Knowing about 
nutrition and differentiating what is right and 
wrong for ourselves.
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SAVING
Saving money, time, and energy is an essential 
skill that we help students to gain and practise 
through many different activities and projects. 
Saving of different kinds is a fundamental virtue for 
responsible individuals.

PROTECTING ENVIRONMENT
We should protect our environment and explore 
what we can do as individuals to care for it. 

KINDNESS
Kindness is essential if we wish to be loved, to be 
respected and to make friends. Things that may 
make us an unkind person and how being unkind 
can harm us is what we focus on at different levels.

RESPECTING ELDERS
Making students understand that respecting elders 
is extremely important for a prosperous community. 
Keeping in mind that we, too, will one day become 
elders ourselves is the motivation we use.

PROTECTING YOUNGERS
Studying and living in a safe environment starts by 
protecting younger ones and taking a stand against 
bullying. We aim to make students feel responsible 
for this issue within their small community.
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RESPONSIBILITY
Being responsible is critical in every part 
of our lives, such as being a responsible 
citizen, a responsible family member, and a 
responsible individual. We aim to make our 
students begin to take small responsibilities 
from an early age.

KEEPING PROMISES
Keeping promises is like maintaining 
our reputation in our school and in our 
community. We strive to make students take 
responsibility when they cannot keep their 
promises and also to think twice when they 
are making promises.

READING HABIT
It is such a vital skill that we put a lot of effort 
into helping students become exceptional 
readers. Morning reading times and world 
book day are dedicated to helping students to 
acquire this skill.

PLAYING RESPONSIBLY
Behaving responsibly while playing is 
something that we try to teach on a regular 
basis in our schools. Our duty teachers 
keep a close watch on students in the 
playground and consistently help them to 
play responsibly.
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POSITIVE BEHAVIORS
Teaching Stirling Schools Values has the 
ultimate aim of fostering positive behaviour 
in our students. Drawing students’ attention 
to the appreciative responses they get when 
they behave positively helps to reinforce their 
efforts until these become an ingrained habit.

RESPECT
Setting a good example as educators is the 
first step before we even begin to talk to 
students about showing respect to others. 
Modelling respectful behaviour encourages 
students to respond honestly and helps them 
to experience the effect that showing respect 
has on other people.

SELFISHNESS
We try not to focus on negative terms 
while attempting to improve students’ 
behaviour through Stirling Schools Values. 
Nevertheless, there are times when we may 
present these negative terms to students 
while helping them to see the difference 
between good and evil. Selfishness can 
cancel out many good virtues that students 
have acquired, so we sometimes make them 
aware of this, especially after school fun 
time. 
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HELPING OTHERS
We try to make students understand that helping others 
will give joy to the one who is helped and make the 
one who is helping feel happy, too. We use dozens of 
activities where we put students in groups to help each 
other so that helping can become a habit.

BEING PATIENT
Being patient is the first step in anger management. 
Students get to understand how this skill helps them to 
be more productive and more organized.

SPEAKING MANNERS
Being well-mannered when we speak is an essential skill 
that students need to acquire. Waiting until the other 
person finishes speaking, speaking with permission in 
class, etc. are some of the manners that we focus on 
with students.

USING TECHNOLOGY & SOCIAL MEDIA RESPONSIBLY 
Banning technology or social media is not, in our view, 
the best way to proceed with the youth of today or with 
younger ones. Instead, we aim to develop students’ 
awareness of how to use these things responsibly. Our 
philosophy on this point is that of using fire to cook 
with instead of using fire to burn down a house. With 
that in mind, we show students the positive sides of 
technology and social media use and we include a 
focus on important issues like limiting screen time and 
taking care with privacy and plagiarism.

 39 

Character Education



LIVING TOGETHER
Students already live in a culturally rich 
and diverse environment. Developing an 
awareness of the art of living together helps 
students to enjoy their differences in the 
school and in their community.

ALTRUISM
Egoism and selfishness exist all around 
the world these days, and they break up 
relationships and harm society. One of the 
remedies to this problem is to make students 
understand the concept of altruism and how 
it can make them and the people around 
them happier. If everyone tries to put this 
concept into practice, we will all benefit from 
the advantages of an altruistic approach.

USING OTHERS' BELONGINGS WITH 
PERMISSION
We develop a habit of asking for permission 
before using someone else’s belongings, 
even if it is only an eraser.

POSITIVE CRITICISM
Freedom of speech is practised in Stirling 
Schools. Students may freely disagree and 
confidently express their opinions. What we 
focus on is that, while students are speaking 
their mind and disagreeing with something, 
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POSITIVE CRITICISM
Freedom of speech is practised in Stirling 
Schools. Students may freely disagree and 
confidently express their opinions. What we 
focus on is that, while students are speaking 
their mind and disagreeing with something, 
we direct them to express their disagreement 
as positively as possible. For instance, by 
asking for an alternative suggestion when 
they explain a problem they have noticed with 
something previously suggested.

TEAMWORK & COLLABORATION
Lessons, activities, projects, after school 
activities, field trips, etc. They all provide great 
opportunities for students to collaborate and 
to work in a team.

SETTING GOALS
Goal-setting is a vital technique that students 
should learn to use for their personal and 
professional life. We practise this with 
students in lessons and in school activities. 
Our students will be able to plan and organize 
themselves better on the great voyage of life 
if they know where they are sailing. ALING 
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DEALING  WITH DIFFICULTIES

Life is full of difficulties and challenges. 
Dealing with difficulty when we work in a 
team or collaborate on something is the 
first step towards understanding how we 
can come up with reasonable solutions. Our 
teachers supervise the students and assist 
them with the difficulties they encounter.

DISCOVERING OUR POTENTIAL
Knowing what we want, and what we can 
do plays a significant part in our successful 
progress along our educational and career 
path. We analyze every student in our 
academic briefing, and we reflect on each 
student’s direction and track their progress. 
We also consult parents during home visits 
in order to have a better understanding of the 
students and to help them reach their fullest 
potential.

ANGER MANAGEMENT
As we help students to be more patient, 
we also focus on how they can control or 
manage their anger. We do not only give 
seminars on anger management but also 
assist students in their daily life through 
our counselling service and our homeroom 
teachers.
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EMPATHY
Empathy is the ability to connect our feelings, 
thoughts, and behaviour with others in order to 
have a clear and more complete understanding 
of their actions. To help students gain this skill, 
our teachers set a good example, observing and 
reminding students about the value of empathy 
when necessary.

RESPECTING PUBLIC RIGHTS
We develop an awareness of family and 
individual private life, human rights, and 
respecting the community and their rights. 

TIME MANAGEMENT
Providing study schedules and helping students 
to manage their time through activities and 
home visits. Our homeroom teachers play a vital 
role in assisting students to manage their time.

PLANNING
We teach students effective planning as a 
significant process to help them achieve their 
goals. We teach goal setting and planning 
together.

GOSSIPING
We make students understand that gossiping 
damages trust among people. It is like a virus 
that can cause a whole community to collapse. 
So, we develop a sense of understanding in the 
school that our schools are gossip-free zones.
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ARROGANCE VS HUMBLE
An arrogant person is not liked in the 
community while a humble person 
is respected. We help students to 
understand the difference between the 
two characteristics and the advantages 
of being humble.

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
We organize many community and 
charity activities to help our students to 
grow as socially responsible individuals.

PREJUDICES
We help our students to understand the 
terms “prejudice” and “bias” and how 
these may harm our relationships with 
others.

LOYALTY
Remaining loyal to our family, our friends, 
our community, and our country is an 
essential trait that our students need to 
gain, and we help them to understand 
this valuable personal characteristic.

BEING THANKFUL
Being satisfied in our lives depends 
entirely on our ability to be thankful. This 
sense of thankfulness is something that 
we encourage and nurture in our schools. 
Our education service ‘To be a Good 
Person’ helps students to develop this 
quality.
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The Stirling Schools group believes that every 
student has the ability and the right to learn. 
Our curriculum provides positive support for 
students to achieve their goals by teaching 
them to take responsibility for their own 
learning.

The curriculum provides opportunities for an 
intellectual challenge, for the development of 
appropriate cultural and universal values, for 
developing social skills, and for the fostering 
of the students’ physical development, all of 
which will assist them in leading healthy and 
productive lives.

Our curriculum has three main characteristics.

Diversity: We have designed our curriculum 
to fit a diverse learning environment in which 
students can discover their own individual 
capacities and interests.

Challenging: Our curriculum offers more than 
just the teaching of core subjects. It includes 
the teaching of a foreign language, activities 
and projects, national and international 
assessment possibilities, technology, robotics, 
brain games, and values teaching.

Dynamism: Our curriculum is a dynamic 
program which is reviewed and updated 
annually for each section on our Curriculum 
Development Day, an event which is organized 
with the participation of our Heads of 
Department and educational experts, and 
where feedback from students’ surveys is also 
included.

CURRICULUM

DIVERSITY

CHALLENGING

DYNAMISM
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Stirling Schools offer their students 
international educational traditions, as well as 
the benefits of access to the rich culture and 
heritage of Iraq and Kurdistan.

Stirling Schools collaboratively develop and 
continue to implement rich curricula based on 
clear measurable learning goals. The curricula 
for the core subjects are aligned to the quality 
international standards within Cambridge 
Curriculum Framework for primary and 
secondary level; and American Common Core 
standards for high school level in international 
schools. Curriculum guides contain learning 
objectives that are aligned to the standards 
and teachers use them to plan their daily 
instruction in the classroom.

The curriculum is endorsed with rich and 
various online resources and materials in 
technologically equipped classrooms and 
laboratories.

Stirling Schools offer a rigorous, well-balanced 
course of study. Educational materials 
used are selected for their viability in the 
international standards and adaptability to the 
local environment. 
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> Encourage and measure the 
development of self-discipline

> Form a study pattern for home 
learning

> Develop time management skills

> Involve parents in the child’s 
schooling

> Develop subject-based skills.

We envisage that home 
study at higher grades will:

Home learning is time set aside each night by 
the student, to extend and develop their study 
skills and to prepare them for senior years. 
Students are expected to undertake home study 
every day, as independent study habits will be 
crucial for a successful Wezari examination. As 
Stirling Schools, we endeavour, as far as we are 
able, to assign meaningful and productive home 
learning tasks which students will readily be 
motivated to complete.

Assessment Policy
An accurate and comprehensive ongoing assessment 
of school and student performance aids in establishing 
open communication, guides student learning, assists 
in developing future directions, and helps to pinpoint 
areas of exemplary performance, as well as identifying 
those in need of support and assistance. Assessment 
is an integral part of teaching and learning. The 
comprehensive assessment system employed in 
Stirling Schools involves three crucial elements:

Motivation: Providing constructive feedback to help 
students understand how they are progressing and to 
motivate them to persist and progress are essential 
aspects that help students to achieve high-grade 
results.

Achievement: Providing information on what students 
have achieved in comparison with others. Celebrating 
their success and encouraging those in need to 
achieve similar results by providing them with extra 
assistance and guidance.

Standards: The Ministry of Education requires 
setting student standards as part-and-parcel of the 
formal assessment process. In addition to that, we 
set projects, international language examinations, 
and other activities which help to support and 
assess students. Stirling Schools’ philosophy is 
that assessment should not be regarded as the sole 
purpose of education but rather a meaningful way in 
which to track how students are educated. It is, in fact, 
an ongoing process that is aligned with daily teaching, 
learning, and curriculum development.

Home Learning Policy
Home learning plays a vital part in the learning 
process as students require additional time to 
research, to reflect upon work and to prepare for 
exams and tests, particularly at the secondary 
and high school level. The requirement for extra 
home learning time increases, level by level, with 
each year.

In contrast with this, we strive to minimize home 
learning in primary school, particularly from 
grades 1 to 3, as we feel strongly that students 
need more time to play and to use their limitless 
imaginations actively.

At higher grades, the value of lessons learned 
through the medium of home learning should 
not be underestimated.

Home learning teaches self-discipline, and 
it helps to improve end results. But just as 
importantly, home learning allows parents to 
take an active role in the learning process and 
to view, at first hand, some of the work being 
undertaken at school.

Stirling Schools believe that home learning is an 
essential part of the curriculum and should be 
undertaken regularly. Periodic home learning and 
home study are necessary for the improvement 
of student performance. They give the student 
opportunities to consolidate the knowledge and 
skills learned in class, as well as enabling the 
student to develop sound study habits.
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Admission Process
Children reach compulsory school age at the beginning 
of the term following their 6th birthday. Any child 
whose birthday falls between 1st December and 31st 
January is eligible to apply in the previous scholastic 
year . The admissions procedure runs from April until 
the beginning of June. Parents are encouraged to 
inform the school at an early stage of their wish to 
seek admission for the appropriate academic year as 
there is a high demand for places and these swiftly 
become unavailable.

> Admissions criteria

> Age

> Availability of places

> English language proficiency 

> Previous school record 

> Enrollment age 

Standard Admission: A child with the appropriate 
age for the grade level before 1st September of that 
academic year is eligible for standard registration. 
Appropriate ages for the grades are:

Level                                                  Age 
Kindergarten-1                                 4  years old
Kindergarten -2                                 5  years old
Grade 1                                               6  years old
Grade 2                                               7  years old
Grade 3                                               8  years old
Grade 4                                              9  years old
Grade 5                                             10  years old
Grade 6                                             11  years old

Secondary and the high school follow accordingly.

Enrollment Interview and Assessment

All students must undergo a level test and an individual 
interview to be admitted. As a part of the application 
procedure, parents are informed about the school’s 
education system.

All prospective students must first complete an 
application form. Application forms are available from 
the School Office. The duly completed application 
form, together with a photo of the student and other 
documents specified by the school should be returned 
to the Admissions Office. After receiving the completed 
application form, our admissions committee will 
review the application according to our admissions 
criteria. Our admissions criteria include elements 
such as the availability of school places, considered 
together with factors such as the age, academic 
ability, English language proficiency, previous school 
record, behaviour, and maturity of the candidate.

After reviewing the assessment results and previous 
school records, the school will announce its final 
decision regarding admission. Families will be notified 
as soon as possible of the outcome of the process, 
and it is at this stage that the actual registration will 
take place. Once a place has been offered, the family 
has a limited time, specified by the school, in which to 
accept it. Within one week of receiving the offer, the 
enrollment fee must be

paid. Parents are required to pay the remaining costs 
by the dates specified by the school; otherwise, a 
child’s place may be withdrawn and given to another 
applicant.

Admission Checklist  

This checklist below will assist you in completing the 
application process in a timely and efficient way. The 
enrollment fee and other fees will need to be paid by 
the times specified in the application procedure. If 
you are making an application during term-time, all 
fees will need to be paid before the student can join 
the school.

   You will need:

> Official copies of academic 
records from the previous school

> Duly complete application form

> A photocopy of the student’s 
passport (if available)

> A photocopy of the student’s birth 
certificate in order to confirm date 
of birth

> Four identical passport-sized 
head-and-shoulders photographs in 
colour

> A health report

> A guarantee letter from your 
company if they will be covering the 
cost of school enrollment fees and 
tuition fees
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Our curriculum focus 
in Kindergarten 

includes attention to 
the development of 

academic, psychomotor, 
social, language and 
self-care skills in our 
very young learners.
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Overview of Education

English
The medium of instruction is English, and we 
use the Cambridge Little Steps series for English, 
Numeracy, and Phonics teaching. In addition 
to this, we prepare our very young learners for 
the Primary school stage, by improving their 
pronunciation, using alphabet teaching and 
sound teaching for support.

This method of teaching enables very young 
learners to understand daily spoken language 
and to express themselves orally in everyday 
situations.

The use of digital resources in teaching, together 
with traditional resources such as flashcards, 
songs, rhymes, drama, and storytelling, help to 
develop very young learners’ vocabulary and 
foster good communication skills, providing 
them with the confidence to speak in English.

Science
We provide an educational environment in which 
students can research, explore, observe and 
conduct experiments under the guidance of a 
teacher. Using this approach, very young learners 

will develop a sense of curiosity for knowledge 
and will learn through discovery and individual 
experience.

Numeracy
We use activities, games, and storytelling, 
together with matching tasks, group work 
activities and flashcard techniques to teach 
numeracy in a very concrete way, as very young 
learners are not cognitively ready to work with 
more abstract concepts.

In this way, from an early age, our very young 
learners acquire a sound understanding of the 
basic concepts of mathematics.

Universal Values
We include the teaching of universal values in our 
curriculum in order to build positive personality 
traits and good character in our very young 
learners.

We help our learners improve their behaviour 
through drama and storytelling activities. In 
addition, we follow our students' daily routine 
with a 'Behaviour

Chart' which focus on the good manners that 
a child should acquire at an early age with the 
support of his or her parents.

Brain Games
Expanding memory skills and developing an 
ability to pay sustained attention to a learning 
task is crucial for literacy development. We use 
different sets of ‘brain games’ to help students 
enhance their memory and to strengthen their 
ability to focus.

The skills that we cover through our brain games 
are:

> Problem-solving

> Analysing cause-and-effect relations 
appropriately

> Quick thinking and making suitable decisions

> Working effectively in a group

> Concentrating over time and in depth

> Working according to a plan

> Thinking things through in multiple ways

Kindergarten
Our curriculum focus in 
Kindergarten includes 
attention to the development 
of academic, psychomotor, 
social, language and self-
care skills in our very young 
learners.
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Other Subjects
We offer other subjects to help very young 
learners develop their abilities in art, music, and 
sports in addition to their literacy, numeracy and 
science learning.

Music
Rhythmic percussion instruments, drums, 
and sound pipes help students to gain an 
appreciation of sound aesthetics, and to 
develop their ability in music. Choral and 
group activities help students to build a sense 
of solidarity, of sharing, of self-confidence, and 
of collaboration.

Physical Education
We deliver sports lessons 
taking into account the 
emotional, cognitive and 
physical development of 
children through a number 
of different game formats.

Art
Varied materials are used to improve learners' 
ability to create and produce. The development of 
good hand-to-eye coordination and improvement 
in learners’ fine motor skills are achieved through 
activities such as painting, cutting, sticking, 
and folding, which also enhance students' self-
expression and imagination.
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Our learners will 
have become 

excellent 
speakers of their 

mother tongue
Mother tongue education

Mother tongue education is fundamental to the early ages 
curriculum, encouraging our learners to think, to listen, and to 

express their feelings and opinions naturally and accurately. 
Their vocabulary is enriched through songs with appropriate 

lyrics, rhymes, finger games and riddles that are suited to the 
topics covered. We are proud to note that our learners will have 

become excellent speakers of their mother tongue as well as 
confident speakers of English by the time they graduate.
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Primary
Pupils in grades 1, 2 and 3 will have their 
classroom and their class teacher for the 
majority of their lessons. The class teacher 
develops a strong relationship with pupils and 
their families and acts as the main point of 
contact for home-school communications. 
Class teachers ensure that every child 
is safe and happy in school by closely 
monitoring students’ well-being, nurturing 
their independence and providing them with 
emotional guidance and support.

Specialist subject teachers teach lessons 
in grades 4, 5 and 6, in recognition of pupils’ 
growing independence and the higher 
challenge of learning at these levels. However, 
as primary age children who still need care 
and support, Pupils in grades 4, 5 and 6 also 
benefit from having a homeroom teacher 
responsible for taking the register, home-school 
communication and the general happiness and 
welfare of every child.
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Key Stage 2
Pupils in grades 4,5 and 6 are vibrant, 
enthusiastic individuals who are regarded 
as role models at Stirling Schools. We have 
established a positive community of learners 
in our schools, consisting of pupils who are 
accustomed to working together and who are 
well used to learning collaboratively.

Pupils are encouraged to demonstrate their 
independence and are given a voice and choice 
in their learning. Our experienced Subject 
Teachers work with learners to establish 
appropriate learning goals and to set high 
expectations.

We organize many enjoyable activities in order 
to encourage pupils to obtain knowledge in a 
memorable way. Spelling bees, Handwriting 
competitions, Contests involving counting 
forwards and backwards, Spring Festivals, 
Science festivals, Cultural festivals of different 
kinds, and Educational field trips are some of 
the highlighted events organised at our schools.

Key Stage 1
In Grade 1, 2 and 3, we offer a rigorous 
educational program that promotes well-
rounded development: learning with head, 
heart, and hands. Grade level teachers continue 
with a class from one year to the next, ideally 
from Grade 1 to Grade 3. The teacher and the 
children under his or her care form a community 
and can work through challenges and 
celebrations together throughout these three 
years. We care for pupils' social interaction 
and help them to develop the social skills of 
co-operating, being assertive, showing respect, 
expressing empathy, and exercising self-
control. Pupils and teachers enjoy discovering 
new learning opportunities together within our 
educational facilities. Everyone loves to have 
a regular challenge by working through open-
ended tasks and grappling with new concepts 
Literacy is an essential start to our day since 
we have a 15-minute reading session every 
morning. Pupils build confidence in their English 
Language reading and writing skills through 
regular practice.

Our Numeracy lessons are designed 
with fun in mind, as we impart new 
concepts and show how these relate 
to the real world. We reinforce these 
concepts in engaging and practical 
ways through game-based learning 
as well as through websites and 
smartboard apps.

Mastering technology is an 
important skill in today’s (and 
tomorrow’s) world, and it is one 
in which we thoroughly guide our 
students. We are fortunate, in this 
respect, to have computer labs and 
brand-new 4K smart boards in each 
classroom to facilitate this process.
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Information and Technology 
(IT) Classes

Stirling Schools offer Internationally Certified Information 
and Technology (IT) Courses that cover a range of topics 
in Computer Science/STEM, including Computational 
Thinking, Programming, and Data Representation.
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Secondary & High School
Stirling Schools offer a rich and varied program of academic 
enrichment and leadership education that genuinely 
enhances students’ academic progress and social 
development. There is a strong belief at Stirling Schools that 
all students, without exception, deserve the best education. 
We are determined to help each student to fulfil their 
academic potential to the fullest and to achieve individual 
well-being in the process.

All teachers believe in the concept of the ‘growth mindset’, the 
inspiring idea that one’s intelligence, talent, knowledge, and 
ability can always be improved upon through active learning 
and regular practice.

We strongly believe that students will continuously improve 
as long as they are supported and provided with appropriate 
learning opportunities.

Academic excellence and character development are our core 
educational aims. We devote our own time and energy into 
becoming better and more skilled teachers, in order to ensure 
that our students have every possible opportunity to make the 
best progress.

We provide students with every opportunity to learn, to explore, 
and to acquire new skill sets in a disciplined yet non-coercive 
learning atmosphere, preparing them to succeed in the world’s 
most prestigious universities.
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Online Education E-Learning

Stirling Schools provide 
a comprehensive and 
secure e-learning platform 
as a support service. 
The e-learning system 
can cater for a full-time 
education should it be 
required and permitted 
by the government. 
The modules below 
are available and fully 
functioning for Stirling 
School students.
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MISSION & VISION

Mission:
As the Stirling Schools Group, our mission in 
online education is to provide the students with the 
academic education they receive in formal education 
in full by using all the possibilities of technology 
intelligently, and to ensure that they interact with 
teachers and especially their classmates by taking 
into account that they are social individuals.

Vision:
Our vision is to raise individuals who can survive in 
the world of tomorrow within the framework of our 
online education mission, who realize their career 
and professional goals by using their academic 
competence, and who are at peace with themselves 
and their environment, and who are beneficial to their 
country and the world.

As Stirling Schools, our online education model is based on 3 main principles.

Live Lessons01. Recorded Lessons02. Social Interaction03.
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Stirling Schools 
provide a 
comprehensive 
and secure 
e-learning 
platform as a 
support service. 
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Stirling E-School System Mercury

The Stirling E-School System school aims to improve the quality of education 
by making appropriate technology available and by educating users about 
the need for software and technology in schools in order to provide practical, 
hands-on solutions. In a rapidly globalizing world, the idea of contributing to 
educational life and eliminating shortcomings in the digital field is the basis 
of our investigations so that our students can learn with better opportunities.

Our School Management System continues to develop to meet the 
technological and software-related expectations of schools, teachers, 
parents, and students. 

Our system allows users to meet all their requirements related to school 
monitoring and management without the need for any external resources 
and programs. Our software has a reliable infrastructure capable of serving 
millions of users. Privacy and data protection are our top priorities, and our 
program is designed with the highest level of security systems in place. 
The user-friendly interface design enables everyone to use the system 
confidently. 

Our mobile applications on the Apple Store and on Google Play provide easy 
access to the modules in English, Arabic, Sorani, Badini and Turkish. 

E-SCHOOL SYSTEM

Shine
your style
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STUDENT

The student enters the system 
with a predefined password. 
Thus, the system is capable 
of registering that individual’s 
attendance at the same time. 
We can add this password to the 
webpages of our schools.

The student can use this 
system from his or her 
computer, tablet or mobile 
application (for example, App 
Store, or Google Play).

.

Our application currently 
supports 6 languages: English, 
Kurdish (Sorani), Kurdish 
(Badini), Arabic, Turkish and 
German. If requested, we can add 
any desired additional language 
(such as Spanish, French, etc.) in 
a relatively short time.

Within this system, students will 
easily be able to access all the 
modules offered by E-learning 
from a single platform.

ONLINE EDUCATION
This module covers video 
reinforcement, as well as videos 
presenting new topics and covering 
individual studies. The lesson videos 
prepared by teachers about their 
lessons are included on this page. In 
addition, students can ask questions 
that they wish to ask about any video 
by using the comments section that 
appears under each video. Their 
teachers will be able to answer them 
individually. The system also logs the 
different videos that each student 
watches and records how much of 
each video they view.

LIVE LESSON
Lessons are no longer limited to 
face-to-face classes.

Now, teachers and students will be 
able to teach and learn on the Internet. 
Our students will be able to attend live 
lessons at predetermined dates and 
times via the Internet from anywhere. 
Before the lesson starts, an alert 
message will be sent to the students' 
application via mobile phone. At the 
end of the lesson, a message will 
be sent out to any student who did 
not attend, along with a notification 
to that student’s parents, informing 
them that their absence was noted.

There are three distinct areas on 
this page:

The first section is an archive, 
containing recordings of all previous 
live lessons. The second is the ‘live 
lessons’ section, which is activated 
when the student enters the system 
(according to the teacher’s wishes). 

The third section details the 
scheduling of upcoming live lessons. 
Students will be able to:

1) plan ahead of time to attend future 
online lessons.

2) review recordings of lessons they 
have already attended (for revision 
purposes).

3) watch the recording of a lesson 
which they missed when it was 
delivered live.

The modules that can be accessed through this program are:
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RECORDED 
LESSONS
This module covers 
video repetition, 
videos of new topics 
and individual 
studies.

TESTS & EXAMS
Exams become 
available at a pre-
arranged time and a 
prior notification alert 
is sent to students.

E-BOOK
Students can view 
the books used 
in their lessons 
on their mobile 
phones, tablets and 
computers.

COMMUNICATION
The path to successful 
school life is achieved 
through strong 
communication. 

LIVE LESSONS
Students can 
attend live lessons 
at predetermined 
dates and times with 
a reminder message 
before and after the 
lesson.

HOMEWORK
Students are notified by 
an alert message in their 
learning application 
when the teachers set 
an assignment.

SURVEY
Parents and students 
give their feedback on 
key issues by filling in 
the surveys and the 
schools will be able to 
serve them better as a 
result.

MY GRADES
Students and parents 
can access the 
results of all the tests 
and exams that have 
been completed.

FUN LEARNING
Students access 
cartoons, quizzes and 
educational games 
that will help to 
enhance learning that 
is carefully selected 
and are appropriate for 
their age group. 

I HAVE AN IDEA
Our students can share 
their ideas,  projects 
with their teachers 
and make suggestions 
about the lessons. 

Some Programs of The Students Modules
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TESTS & EXAMS
> This module allows students to take exams 
securely.

> Exams become available at a pre-arranged 
time and a prior notification alert is sent to 
students.

> In some exams, questions appear in a 
different order on the screen of each student.

> Students’ answers are relayed instantly to the 
teacher.

> Exam results can be evaluated 
instantaneously by teaching staff.

MY GRADES

> Students and parents can access the results 
of all the tests and exams that have been 
completed.

> Students can see the results of recently 
taken exams instantly on the screen and are 
simultaneously informed of their overall status. 

> Students are able to make comparisons and 
analyse their own progress.

E-BOOK
> Students can view the books used in their 
lessons on their mobile phones, tablets and 
computers.

> They are able to access not only the eBooks 
but also view videos, animations, sound files 
and picture files for some subjects.

> These supplementary materials can 
constantly be updated.

FUN LEARNING
> A safe platform where students can learn 
while having fun.

> Students access cartoons, quizzes and 
educational games that will help to enhance 
learning that is carefully selected and are 
appropriate for their age group. 

HOMEWORK
> Students are notified by an alert message in 
their learning application when the teachers set 
an assignment.

> Students can forward their completed 
homework, assignments and projects directly to 
their teachers.

CLASS TIMETABLE
The student's weekly schedule also appears 
on this system. Thus, students will be able to 
organize their study hours each day according 
to their weekly plan.

CLASS STORY
> Students display their own creativity and 
interact with other students. 

> Students continue their education as social 
individuals by sharing fellow feelings, combined 
with a sense of interconnectedness with their 
classmates.

MY READING LOG
Analysis of the books that the students read can 
now be seen directly here. Students compete 
with each other on their overall results. 

 63 

Online Education E-Learning



CLASS STORY
In this module, where different 
media-related tasks (making 
videos, drawing, taking pictures 
in different environments, etc.) 
are assigned to our students, 
learners will be able to see what 
their classmates are doing. These 
creative outcomes, photos and 
videos are shared by teachers 
on this page. Thus, students are 
provided with a platform on which 
to display their own creativity and 
within which also to interact with 
other students. Therefore, students 
will continue their education as 
social individuals by sharing fellow 
feelings, combined with a sense 
of interconnectedness with their 
classmates.

COMMUNICATION
While designing this section, 
we were aware that the path to 
successful school life is achieved 
through strong communication. 
Close contact between the school, 
the family and the student helps to 
minimize missteps in education.

Teacher messages, notifications 
regarding parent meetings 
(together with their dates and 
their purpose), school-related 
announcements, activities to be 
celebrated together and many 
more aspects of daily school life 
can easily be communicated to 
everyone concerned.

I HAVE AN IDEA
‘Do you have an original opinion on 
a particular topic? Maybe you came 
up with a new invention! Or you 
have dreams you want to realize. All 
of this should not remain a secret. 
Share your ideas with us, and let's 
realize them together. Ideas develop 
as we share them.” Our students 
will be able to share their ideas and 
projects with their teachers. They 
will be able to submit requests 
for additional lessons or other 
suggestions to their teachers here, 
too.

QUESTIONNAIRE
This platform is planned as the 
place where questionnaires 
prepared by the teacher or the 
school administration can be 
viewed and completed by students. 
In this way, our students will be able 
to give their feedback on key issues 
by filling in the questionnaires and 
the institution will be able to serve 
them better as a result.
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PARENTS
Parents enter the system with a 
predetermined password.
Parents can use this system from their computer, 
tablet or application downloaded to their mobile 
phone (for example, App Store, or Google Play).

When parents enter the system, they can see all 
the sections that their child uses for E-learning. 
There is no need to use anything other than this 
program.

In this way, parents can follow everything to do 
with their child. They can see the courses their 
child is taking, the syllabus they are following, 
the schedule of upcoming assignments, whether 
assignments are completed or not, school or 
class announcements, their child’s exam results, 
the books their child reads, the games their child 
plays and the competitions that he or she or 
enters, etc.

In short, parents can follow their child in 
everything, and, thanks to the system, they can 
advise their child whenever they feel that he 
or she may need some direction. Parents can 
also communicate with the teacher and work 
together to help their child get the most out of 
the modules and become a more successful 
individual.

Our application currently supports 6 languages: English, Kurdish (Sorani), Kurdish 
(Badini), Arabic, Turkish and German. If requested, we can add any desired 
additional language (such as Spanish, French, etc.) in a relatively short time.
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Our teachers 
are passionate 

educators who love 
what they do.
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Exclusive Educational Services

Homeroom Teaching System 
In this system, a homeroom teacher is dedicated to teaching the three core 
subjects – English, Maths, and Science subjects – in Key Stage 1. In this way, 
pupils’ progress in literacy and numeracy is closely monitored at an early age. 
Moreover, homeroom teachers establish a unique relationship that helps pupils 
to achieve better academic results and also to develop a good character. 

Homeroom Teachers
The role of the homeroom teacher in our school 
is to work with pupils and their parents and to 
keep an eye on their charges and watch over their 
academic, behavioral and social growth. The 
homeroom teacher is the first point of contact 
for the family regarding both the educational 
and the extra-curricular activities in school. 

Homeroom teachers assist pupils with their 
educational, career, character building and social 
needs. In the process, they usually develop 
a thorough understanding of pupils both as 
individuals and as class members. 

They typically work in collaboration with parents, 
teachers, and administrators to provide better 
learning opportunities.

In Stirling Schools, every homeroom teacher 
conducts a home visit to get to know the pupil 
better and to be able to assist them more 
appropriately in their learning journey. 
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Imagine walking along the rim of an active volcano or seeing 
ancient Roman ruins come to life before your eyes. Nowadays, 
you don’t necessarily have to imagine these things. They 
become a reality with the 3D classrooms that we have in 
Stirling Schools. 

Technology offers a personalized type of learning that has 
been linked to better academic progress and a deeper level 
of understanding and retention of knowledge. The more a 
student takes their learning personally, the more intensely 
they take it in. 

Students acquire knowledge through a variety of learning 
styles. Some are content burying themselves in the pages of 

Home Visits
Teacher, pupil, and parent togetherness and harmony 
are like a tripod. A lack of one of the three elements 
would upset the balance, just as a tripod which has 
one leg shorter than the other two would easily fall 
over. A close dialogue with parents is essential to 
help maintain stability. 

Parent visits are an extraordinary initiative which 
helps to strengthen the relationship between this trio. 
Strong co-operation among these three elements is 
critical if pupils are to succeed in their academic 
work and grow as healthy individuals. Home visits 
are crucial to help establish and maintain this co-
operation.

During the visit, teachers have a chance to get 
to know the life of their pupils intimately and to 
understand the kind of atmosphere that they live in. 
Teachers evaluate the progress of the child in detail 
and prepare a study schedule in agreement with the 
pupil and parent. 

Teachers and parents can discuss the circumstances 
influencing the progress of the child in privacy if 
needed. They co-operate in finding solutions that will 
remove any obstacles facing the learner. 

Home visits are part of Stirling Schools’ individual 
learning support.

a book. Conversely, others may need physical activity, and yet 
others might need to be engaged in game-based interactions. 

Virtual and augmented reality is poised to serve all of these 
students. Creating a fruitful engagement with students can 
be a real challenge for teachers. Through virtual reality, this 
aspect of teaching can be easily managed. 

3D Classrooms provide the chance to take virtual visits to 
distant, impossible to reach, or imaginary places, bringing 
travel and educational opportunities to those who otherwise 
couldn’t access them. As a result, students can be inside the 
experience and see in 3D what they would have previously 
only seen in a photo, a diagram, or an illustration.

3D Class & VR Support
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Accreditation

Kindergarten
Primary 

School Key 
Stage 1

Primary 
School Key 

Stage 2

Preparatory 
Program

Secondary 
Stage

High School 
Stage

Stirling Schools’ Education 
Quality is endorsed by one of 
the world’s most reputable 
and prominent British 
Organization, City & Guilds.

Special Security Paper
Anti-Copy
Anti-Scam
UV light security markings
Online Verification

Benefits for Stirling 
School Students  Certificate Directly

Their names will 
be registered 
directly at City & 
Guilds Database.

They will receive an 
exclusive certificate 
directly from England 
at the end of;

 

  The City and Guilds of London Institute was founded in 1878 and granted Royal Charter in 1900. 
It is the founding organisation of the City & Guilds Group and its businesses. 
City & Guilds is a City & Guilds Group business. 

 
 

 
This is to confirm that 
Centre Number: 847237 - GEMS 
 

 
Stirling Schools  
Located: Iraq  
 
Has had its 

 
 KG4 - Stirling Education 
 KG5 - Stirling Education  
 Grade 1 - Stirling Education   

Grade 2 - Stirling Education  
Grade 3 - Stirling Education   
Grade 4 - Stirling Education   
Grade 5 - Stirling Education   
Grade 6 - Stirling Education 
Preparation Programme – Stirling Education   
Grade 7 - Stirling Education   
Grade 8 - Stirling Education   
Grade 9 - Stirling Education   
Grade 10 - Stirling Education   
Grade 11 - Stirling Education   
Grade 12 - Stirling Education 
 
accredited by City & Guilds as meeting its quality assurance criteria 
 

For the period of:  
 

From:  16th April 2020 to  16th April 2021  

Kirsty Donnelly MBE 
Director General and Chief Executive Officer 
The City and Guilds of London Institute  

 

David Philips 
Managing Director  
City & Guilds  
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International 
Organization for 
Standardization (ISO)

Stirling Schools is 
quality assured by ISO 
for its administration 
and management.

Certificate of Registration

ISO 9001:2015 

Certificate Number: MSCB-118-30552 
Initial Date of Certification: 20.10.2018 
Date of Certificate: 
Date of Expiry: 19.10.2020

19.11.2019 

Director:                                Date: 19.11.2019 

QFS MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS LLP
This is to Certify that the Quality Management System of 

STIRLING SCHOOLS  EDUCATIONAL  INSTITUTIONS
 RABI  STREET,  JAMAA  DISTRICT  OPPOSITE  THE  BIR AL-WALIDAYN  

         MOSQUE  BAGHDAD,  IRAQ                         
                                                                      

   Has been found to be of the Quality Management System Standard

This certificate is valid for the following product or service range

   PROVIDING  EDUCATION  IN  KINDERGARTEN, PRIMARY  SCHOOL, SECONDARY  SCHOOL, COLLEGE, 
(BEING  ADMINISTERED  BY  MY-MERCURY.COM – SCHOOL  MANAGEMENT  SYSTEM)

(Quality Management System)

Surv. Audit on or Before: 19.09.2020
Re-certification Due on: 19.10.2021 

ACCREDITED
  MSCB 118

The validity of certificate is subject to regular surveillance audit on or before above mentioned dates and its only valid after 
successful surveillance with continuation letter issued by QFS. It is issued subject to the continued availability of access at 
any time and without notice to the above named organization's premises for the purpose of assessment and surveillance 
regarding the standard named above and QFS terms and conditions.

QFS MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS LLP
A-27/H, Sector-16, Noida-201301, U.P., India

Reach us : 9205794699
www.qfscerts.com

email: admin@qfscerts.com
This Certificate remains the property of QFS

ISO 9001:2015
EDUCATION CERTIFICATION
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Learning Support
Stirling Schools fully support students with their learning 
and offer services for those who need additional assistance

One-to-One Support

Students receive private 
tutoring after school hours or on 
Saturdays for the units of any 
subjects they need assistance. 

Small Groups Support

This service is provided to 
students who find a particular 
lesson or topic challenging. 
Groups are identified by 
homeroom or subject teachers. 

Productive & 
Meaningful Home 
Learning

You are not alone, 
and your child is fully 
supported and you are 
guided with their work.

We redefine homework as Home Learning that aims to 
help our students to continue learning with less workload.  
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The ‘To be a good person…’ project aims to raise awareness among learners about 
this issue, starting at the primary level and counting on the collaboration of parents. 
It is based on six fundamental characteristics.

To be a Good Person

Social media, the internet, television, 
smartphones, and tablets – in short, different 
aspects of the digital world – impact our 
personal lives and all the jobs that we do today. 
It is crucial that educators must revise all their 
pedagogical approaches and methods related 
to educating children in our digitally-dominated 
society. When children enter a virtual world, 
they can easily access all kinds of information 
that is not necessary and some of it can even 
be harmful. This unwanted data overload can 
affect the personalities and characters of 
young individuals. It can cause them to develop 
feelings of inadequacy and dissatisfaction.

Individuals may become shy, unable to read 
or to understand, unsocialized, and unable 
to focus their attention on anything for long.  
These young people come to regard others 
around them almost like digital avatars. They 
lack respect for others and may become 
impervious to what is happening around them, 

and incapable of trying to connect with others. 
They are unsatisfied with what they have, always 
looking for a change and an escape from their 
responsibilities. Worst of all, they may regard 
this undesirable behaviour as normal, referring 
to the majority of young people around them 
behaving in the same way in an attempt to 
justify their attitudes and their actions. 

A generation is growing in a society that 
refuses to take advice and is easily annoyed by 
suggestions from their elders.

This initiative is action-oriented rather than 
speech-based. Teachers, administrators, 
cleaners, parents and the community are all 
involved in this project to encourage students 
to practice these positive traits so that gradually 
they become second nature to them. The Stirling 
Schools group has implemented this initiative 
across its schools as part of its exclusive K to 
12 Values Curriculum.

72 

Ex
cl

us
iv

e 
Ed

uc
at

io
na

l S
er

vi
ce

s



Foreign Language
As required by parents and by society, Stirling 
Schools offer Turkish as a Foreign Language 
(TFL) with lessons delivered by native 
speakers. Teaching a foreign language at 
an academic level which is benchmarked to 
the CEFR level ensures better learning with a 
modern, communicative approach. 

Weekly Student Agenda
Class teachers prepare this weekly agenda to 
inform parents about what is covered during the 
week and what will be included in the following 
week for Key Stage I pupils. The Agenda is 
released every Thursday. It also contains 
announcements of different extra-curricular 
activities, dictation words or sentences, quizzes 
and home learning assignments. It helps parents 
keep track of the whole week easily within a single 
document without them worrying about having 
to look for a number of different messages and 
SMSs which have been received.

Learning Support
Stirling Schools offer a rigorous curriculum 
at all levels, from kindergarten to grade 12. 
In addition, we offer extra lessons, after 
school or on Saturdays, for learners who 
need additional help. By attending such 
extra lessons, learners who need help will 
get further opportunities to understand the 
topic being taught. During extra classes, 
teachers focus on learners individually and 
pay more attention to self-directed learning. 
In conclusion, learners have a chance to 
improve their results and not to lag behind the 
rest of the class.
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4K Smartboards
4K smart boards convert whiteboards into an 
interactive display. Today's technology has 
brought innovations to the education sector, as 
in every field. Technological devices, which are 
the easiest way to access information, have now 
found a central place among educational tools 
and materials in our schools. 

In the education sector, elements such as 
overhead projectors, videos, televisions, and 
radios, which were used for a while, have started 
to give way to computers, projection devices, 
and smartboards.

As Stirling Schools, we were the first school to 
bring the smartboard into Iraq and we are now 
actively using 4K Smart Boards across Iraq in 
our classrooms. Currently, there is a smartboard 
in all of our classrooms, and 60% of those 
boards are 4K smart boards. In the coming 
years, this rate will increase to 100%. These new, 
state-of-the-art, 4K boards act like touchscreen 
tablets enlarged to the size of a whiteboard 
without a need for an external projector and 
an accompanying system which needs to be 
configured. The number of inbuilt features on a 
4K board is higher compared with other smart 
boards or computers.

Intelligent classroom systems which are used 
to manage all digital learning activities within a 
school are called LMSs (Learning Management 
Systems) all over the world. 

Each lesson on the smartboard can be recorded, 
and all materials related to the teaching can 
be archived and stored on the LMS platform. 
Smartboards (like whiteboards before them) 
are ultimately only a teaching tool. They have 
limited use without their content. Stirling 
Schools use and develop interactive books that 
can communicate technologically with 4K smart 
boards, which in turn bring the world of the LMS 
to our valuable students.

Rich Books
Rich Book is an interactive educational 
presentation and collaboration software which 
was developed by the RichBook team. It is 
designed for use with textbooks in the classroom 
and is compatible with all our 4K interactive 
touch screen flat panel displays.

Rich Book expands our teaching tools with 
versatile illustration and interesting presentation 
possibilities. Brilliant interactive content and 
built-in skill-building, illustrative and educational 
game activities help to arouse students’ interest 
and assist them in acquiring knowledge. All of 
our textbooks have been converted to digital 
Rich Book format and have been enriched in the 

process. With 25 
different types of 
activity, students 
are educated 
while having fun 
with educational 
games.

74 

Ex
cl

us
iv

e 
Ed

uc
at

io
na

l S
er

vi
ce

s



Academic Briefing 
Report
The Academic Briefing Report (ABR) is a group 
meeting at Stirling Schools. It is done on a 
semesterly basis within the academic year 
with the participation of all teachers at the 
same grade level, the School Counsellor and 
the Vice-Principal. 

Participants share their experiences and 
opinions under the supervision of the Vice-
Principal and discuss learners'  academic 
development, behavioural progress, learning 
skills, and social activities. They search for 
solutions to problems that have occurred or that 
may happen in the future. For example, a School 
Counsellor may have a special meeting for a 
student who is academically a high performer 
but who experiences behavioural problems. 

Attendees at these meetings put at a lot of effort 
into identifying the learners who need additional 
support, with the aim of offering them extra 
assistance. They also identify any outperforming 
learners who may need increased challenges in 
order to feel motivated.
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Success in the Wezari exam is the outcome 
of our students’ 12-year educational journey. 
For this reason, the Wezari exam system is 
particularly important in Stirling Schools.

Our most experienced teachers take Wezari 
Exam classes. Also, the guidance department 
supports students with advice on stress 
management, and with extra social activities to 
help them cope with this critical year. 

Success, for Stirling Schools, is closely allied 
with programs such as Zero Mistake, B.A.L, and 
Doping programs, each of which has become a 
brand. Moreover, students take mock exams to 
evaluate their progress and to understand how 
they will likely perform on the actual exam.

Especially during holiday time and after the final 
exams, our students get closer to attaining their 
Wezari goals by answering Question Banks 
prepared by our experienced teachers. 

As a result of all 
this regular and 
detailed study, Stirling 
school students 
outperform others 
and are admitted 
to the Medicine, 
Dentistry, Pharmacy, 
Engineering, and 
Education faculties at 
prestigious national 
and international 
universities.

Wezari Exam Preparation
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Stirling Schools have implemented various 
online and offline reading programs such 
as Raz-Kids, MyON, and  Türkçe Okulu to 
support learners' literacy development and 
reading habits. Such programs are designed 
to provide a personalized,  student-centred 
literacy environment that offers unlimited 
access to thousands of digital books with 
accompanying audio. 

These resources are dynamically matched 
to each learner’s interests and reading 
level, along with literacy tools that foster 
engagement and achievement under the 
supervision of our teachers. 

The reading materials come in the form 
of books, publications, and other types of 
reading texts. Our experiences confirm that 
children learn best when they can practise with 
appropriate guidance, monitor their progress, 
and take ownership of their learning.  This is as 
true when developing reading skills as it is when 
learning vocabulary or grammar. 

We also know that parents play an important role as 
their child’s first teachers and coaches and that they 
may require some assistance, as well. The Online 
Reading Platform (ORP) tracks learners’ reading 
habits, monitors the number and the types of books 
they have opened and read, checks the time they have 
spent on reading, notes when they finish books, lists 
the results of book quizzes, and records the results of 
more formal reading assessments. 

Consequently, learners, parents, and teachers can 
check reading progress. Furthermore, ORP allows 
the teacher to map a program that will encourage 
the students to challenge themselves and foster their 
movement towards reading proficiency. 

Learners can read books offline that they have 
previously downloaded to mobile devices. Their 
reading data and their bookmarks sync when they log 
back into their accounts.

Stirling Schools exclusively offers these platforms as 
an Online Library under the guidance of our teachers 
in addition to the library facilities at our schools.

Online Reading Platform
Reading is one of the most essential skills that we can urge our learners to adopt as a habit. 
They are encouraged to read to be successful and to develop their reading. 
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After School Fun Time
Fun Time is an after school activity 
that homeroom or class teachers 
do with their learners on a weekly 
basis.

The primary purpose of this activity is to support 
children's character development and social 
growth. Game-based activities, collaborating in 
an informal environment away from the stress 
of the classroom, and outdoor exercises are all 
part of Fun Time at Stirling Schools. 

You may be surprised to see how parents are 
involved in these activities to support their 
children and how they enjoy being part of the 
learning community.

Stirling Schools exclusively provide this 
service to its students as an addition to their 
formal education. 
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Brain Games
Brain Games is an educational set of games that aims to explore pupils’ 
abilities and to develop their thinking skills and their ability to pay attention 
and concentrate on learning tasks.

Stirling Schools offers brain games in primary Key Stage 1 level. Each 
level has a book, a curriculum, and an annual plan. There is a classroom 
dedicated to these games with its own exclusive design. Pupils enjoy, 
learn, and develop their intelligence using these games on a weekly basis 
under the supervision of the teachers.

Robotics
Robotics is a hands-on and fun way for 
kids to learn STEM concepts by letting 
them make robots. Robotics is a branch 
of technology that deals with the making, 
programming, and designing of robots 
starting from a basic level.

In today's technology-driven world, 
preparing students for the future is more 
important than ever. Teaching young 
students robotics throughout their school 
years can help make them into creative 
and innovative thinkers and can increase 
their ability to become more productive 
members of society. 

Many educational institutions have 
already recognized the importance of 
robotics in the classroom and have 
started to establish robotics programs 
within education systems. By teaching 
our learners the basics of robotics, we 
can open up a whole new world to them, 
full of exciting opportunities to which 
they would otherwise not have access.

We aim to make our students productive, 
confident, and creative problem-solvers. 
Stirling Schools encourages learners to 
take an active part in Robotics courses.

I Why do we need it?

To revoke the thinking ability
beyond classroom teaching.

To make learners more productive. 
To increase children’s willingness to learn.

In Brain Games lessons, we focus on:

  Abstract thinking

  Thinking in detail

  Independent thinking

  Judging ability

  Learning to learn

  Getting to know yourself

  Recognizing your capabilities
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How can we respond to students who have school phobia?

Is the Internet our friend or our enemy?

The Parental role in parent-child relationships

Understanding body language and time management

The effects of parental behaviour and manners on children

How can we identify and encourage gifted and talented students?

Face-to-face Individually Consultant

 Some of the regular topics delivered are:

Counselling Department

The Stirling Schools Counselling Department 
aims to provide guidance and counselling 
services to students and to promote an 
educational climate in which they can grow 
intellectually and emotionally. 

Some of the key services of the counselling department are as follows:

Providing counselling for students 
with personal concerns

Providing academic advice for 
students

Providing information services for 
students and parents

Serving as a consultant to parents of 
designated students

Working with and serving as a 
personal resource for  parents, 
teachers, and the administration

Counselling students individually 
and in small groups

Advising students on strategies 
for academic success at the high 
school level

Assisting parents in understanding 
and meeting the educational, 
familial, and personal/social needs 
of their children.

Communicating with parents via 
telephone, mail, email, newsletters, 
websites, publications and face-to-
face meetings

Engaging with parents, staff 
members, and administrators 
regarding the educational and 
emotional needs of students and 
parents

Stirling Schools regard the parents' role in education as essential. We 
believe that agreeing on common goals with parents helps to promote 
students’ learning.  We organize a variety of educational programs and 
seminars for our parents under the Stirling ‘Family Academy’ banner 
in order to accomplish our commitment. Parents are also awarded a 
certificate of participation for any workshop they attend. 

Family Academy 
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Tests Applied In 
Our Schools
Some of the tests used in our department 
are listed below. These tests may be 
carried out with learners of different age 
groups from kindergarten to high school, 
according to age. The test administration 
phase is done entirely with the knowledge 
and permission of the student’s parent. The 
individual's information and test results are 
kept completely confidential and are not 
shared with any third parties.

These tests are performed only if the 
school administration approves and the 
parents accept.

Depending on the availability of the 
personnel who can perform the tests, it may 
not be possible at certain times in some of 
our schools to conduct these tests.

Bender Gestalt Visual Motor Sensing Test

This test checks for signs of mental retardation, cognitive 
regression, loss of brain function and organic brain damage 
in children. The Bender Gestalt test is a developmental test 
that checks visual-motor function in children. It can also 
help to identify deviations in mental regression (regression 
as the symptom of a disease, or noting a decrease in the 
severity of the regression), as well as mental retardation, 
aphasia, different organic brain injuries, psychosis, and 
psychosomatic (or imaginary) illnesses.

Family Picture Drawing Test

The Family Drawing test is the most familiar emotional 
assessment test for children. It provides an understanding 
of how the child or adolescent perceives their closest 
relationships. It is a simple method of understanding 
the quality of familial relationships and communication 
between family member. It is a simple and rapidly 

administered test that can be used to better understand 
children's emotions, their relationships with their family 
members, and their levels of emotional maturity.

Metropolitan School Maturity Test: 

It can be carried out in the last phase of kindergarten and at 
the beginning of primary school.

Measured Behaviour/ Qualification: Preparing for school, 
understanding instructions and managing to follow them.

Basic Capability Test

It is a skill test consisting of four subtests used to assess the 
mental performance of the child. As a result of carrying out 
this test, the intelligence of the individual can be determined.  

Fat Domestic Relations Test

This is a practical test used in psychological research, 
diagnosis and treatment. It can also be used to assess the 
emotional development of children whose mother is working. 

The FAT test is administered to give clues about the attitude of 
the child towards the family, the attitudes of family members 
towards the child, the interactions within the individual's 
family and any emotional problems.

Counselling Department
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Learning Difficulty Test?

This test is used to determine whether the 
individual has difficulties in reading, writing, 
conducting mathematical operations. It is adapted 
for use even if there is no mental problem.  

The Learning Difficulty Test is used for 
observation purposes based on signs of 
learning disability.

It tests reading, writing, mathematics, organizational 
skills; planning and memory; movement skills and 
balance; hearing and speaking.

Gessel Perception Test

The Gesell Test is a performance evaluation 
test that measures gross motor skills, 
visual perception, visual memory, hand-eye 
coordination and fine motor skills in children. 

Wisc-R Wechsler Intelligence Scale 
Certificate Program For Children

The WISC-R Children's Intelligence Scale is 
one of the most frequently used research 
tools in the field of intelligence measurement. 
Within its subtests, there are examples drawn 
from different ability areas, the principles of 
interpretation and scoring are clear and easy 
to apply, and the psychometric properties of 
the test are satisfactory. It is an individual 
intelligence test conducted to determine the 
mental performance of an individual. The test 
consists of two parts, verbal and performance, 
each part consists of six subtests, one substitute 
and 5 main tests. In case of any subtest failing, 
a backup test belonging to the section where the 
subtest failed is conducted. As a result of the 
test, three intelligence categories are obtained, 
namely verbal, performance and general. Some 
subtests are time-based.

Attention Test For Children

Draw a human picture: The student is asked to 
draw a human being. The human organs which 
are drawn are scored. Total points are given 
taking into consideration the missing organs. It is 
a practical and easy test to administer and score.

Draw a picture of a clock: The student is asked to 
draw a clock. The picture is scored according to 
its deficiencies. If the student has a problem with 
attention, this becomes apparent. It is a practical 
and easy test to administer and score.

82 

Ex
cl

us
iv

e 
Ed

uc
at

io
na

l S
er

vi
ce

s



WISC-R SUBTESTS

General Information

This subtest shows 
the level of knowledge 
regarding how much 
information the child 
receives from the 
natural environment, 
the school environment 
and the socio-cultural 
environment

Picture Completion

This subtest shows 
the child’s ability to 
focus attention on 
visual stimuli. The child 
is asked to identify 
missing details in a 
picture.

Similarities

This subtest shows 
whether the child can 
deal with abstraction 
and generalization while 
establishing a similarity 
between two objects 
and whether he/she can 
express these concepts 
correctly.

In-Picture Ordering

This subtest shows the 
child’s ability to perceive 
a sequence of events, 
establishing a cause-
effect relationship, and 
his/her ability to reason.

Arithmetic

This time-limited 
subtest shows 
the ability to focus 
attention on a problem 
and to learn.

Pattern With Cubes

This subtest focuses 
on visual - motion - 
spatial coordination 
and the child’s ability 
to perceive the 
relationship between 
a whole and its 
component parts.

Vocabulary

This subtest shows 
how many words the 
child knows and his/
her skill in expressing 
these.

Bringing Parts Together

This subtest focuses 
on visual - motion 
co-ordination, and on 
the child’s ability to 
understand the part-
whole relationship.

Judgment

This subtest shows 
the child’s level of 
reasoning and his/her 
emotional and logical 
maturity.

Passwords

This subtest focuses 
on working speed, 
visual - motion co-
ordination, sequencing, 
psychomotor speed, 
response to visual 
stimuli, and the ability 
to remember and 
concentrate.

Number Sequence

This subtest shows the 
child’s ability to recall 
auditory stimuli.

Labyrinths

This subtest 
focuses on hand-eye 
coordination and the 
child’s perception 
of background and 
foreground.

VERBAL SECTION

PERFORMANCE SECTION

* The Numbers and the Labyrinth subtests are additional supplementary tests.
Suitable Age Group: This is a test for the 6-16 age group. 
Number of People to be Tested: This is an individual test and is administered to one person in a session. 
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Reasons for failure: The purpose of this 
questionnaire, prepared within the parameters 
of Individual Recognition Techniques, is to help 
eliminate types of behaviour that lead to failure by 
identifying the reasons that cause students to fail.

Counselling Services for Students

Some of The Seminar Topics in Our Schools

> Being successful
> Getting to know yourself
> Motivation
> Multiple intelligences
> Studying  efficiently
> Anxiety, stress, and depression
> Puberty

> Effective learning
> Can we discover our differences?
> Peers and friendship. What do they mean?
> Communication: how should we 
communicate with parents, teachers and 
friends?
> I am young

> Harmful habits ... Addiction
> Self-discipline
> Problem solving skills
> Giving information about exams
> Giving information about preferences
> Higher education abroad
> Career planning and professional counselling

Training seminars are important and useful. The 
purpose of seminars in many areas is to broaden 
the students' horizons and to impart fresh and 
long-lasting information.

Seminars mean new ideas, openness to new 
environments and innovation for both us and our 
environment. Training seminars are both a fun way 
to learn, as well as a short training activity that 
enables self-improvement and progress. 

Problem screening: The purpose of this 
questionnaire is to identify the main problems 
and needs of students and to help them to 
eliminate these problems. It focuses on the 
student's problems from the viewpoint of the 
family, the school and the teacher.

Surveys and Seminars

Seminars and Training
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> Substance addiction
> Internet addiction
> Exams and anxiety
> Adolescent psychology
> Healthy communication within the family, and 
the psychological health of the family
> Child-family communication 
> Young family communication
> Marriage counselling
> Attitudes to parenting
> Educating difficult children
> Educating a child to behave correctly
> Sibling jealousy and other family relationships
> What is intelligence? How do we use it?
> Behavioural disorders in children
> Learning difficulties
> Virtual addiction (TV, computer, internet 
games, mobile phones)
> Family happiness
> Learning difficulties
> Mistakes in the ways we behave towards 
children
> Attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD)

Services  for Parents

 85 

Exclusive Educational Services



Some of The Key Services of The College Admission Counsellor 
Department are as Follows:

Coordinate and direct all aspects of college placement and career guidance 
services.

Meet with individual students and parents regarding university preparation 
and admission.

Publicize relevant information regarding University Admissions such as 
dates of college admission tests and scholarships opportunities.

Function as an information and resource centre on colleges and careers.

Offer college and career guidance, conduct advisory groups.

Write an individual counsellor recommendation for each applicant.

Review and process students’ college applications.

Give workshops on college essay writing, test-taking skills, resumé/CV and 
cover page writing in English classes and advisory meetings.

Coordinate college fairs and visits from University Admissions Officers.

Assist with career-day or career-speaker programs.

Help students identify their strengths and the relevance of these attributes 
to their future.

Develop and update college counselling publications, distributed to students 
and families, that deal with all aspects of the college admission process, 
essay writing, financial aid, test-taking practices, and other topics.

College Admission Counsellor
The Stirling Schools College Admission Counsellor Service assists high 
school students, especially 12th-grade students, in academic areas. The 
overall goal of the service is to plan the academic career of students and 
to help them gain admission to National and International Universities.
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Co-curricular Activities
The student is the water, and the environment is the container into which the water 
is poured. Whatever the color and shape of the container, the student will take on 
that appearance. First of all, we need to adapt the school, the home and the street 
to the student as we wish him or her to be. In order to achieve this, the teacher 
and the family were dealt with above. Now we will describe the programs that we 
deliver to the students and the aims of these.

English Week
English Week aims to provide opportunities for students to develop 
themselves as confident speakers of English, to have fun and to learn to love 
the English Language. English Week provides platforms and opportunities 
for learners to cultivate the good habit of using proper English, expressing 
themselves thoughtfully through a variety of activities. Competitions and 
level-wide activities such as book cafés and workshops, tailored to suit the 
needs of different age groups are organized to encourage and motivate 
students to think, write, read and speak clearly and effectively.

Arts Week
Arts Week is an opportunity to showcase the creative talents of the whole school. It is a richly rewarding 
and enjoyable highlight in the academic calendar for our students and our staff. However, during the busy 
school year planning, an Arts Week may seem like a daunting task. But we believe that children of all 
ages benefit from working outside the curriculum. Creative activities boost confidence and self-esteem. 
Children of mixed abilities can succeed and feel ready to contribute as they learn that there is often no 
right or wrong answer in the World of Art.  

Artistic and cultural education can: 

> Develop communication and social interaction skills

> Encourage cultural tolerance and understanding

> Promote a sense of responsibility

> Promote inclusion and combat exclusion in a world of rapid social and economic change

> Improve problem-solving abilities

Art Exhibition
We hold art exhibitions 
to display the artworks 
that our students create 
throughout the year. 

It helps our students 
gain a great deal of 
confidence to have a 
space where they can 
share their artistic skills 
with others. Moreover, it 
helps improve the quality 

of the artwork produced 
by our students and 
makes them think in 
more creative ways 
since work on display 
has to be nicely made 
for parents and visitors.
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Maths Week
Mathematics, which is a universal language, is also a subject in which we use our logic. Once we understand its logic, it is enough for us to love it. And when we achieve this, we will develop 
different ideas that will enable us to look at life from a completely different perspective. Maths Week, which is also called ‘Pi Week’ has become quite a tradition at Stirling Schools. We 
celebrate it on the 14th of March every year. Our teachers conduct many different activities with students to make mathematics more interesting for them, like showing the entertaining 
aspects of mathematics as related to everyday life.
Some of the contests are the best Pi cake contest, drawing by numbers, getting rid of topological knots, and drawing geometric shapes without lifting your hand from the page. Stirling 
schools have added something especially beautiful to the Maths Week with ‘Maths Talk’ activities. In this event, students confidently make presentations about sometimes quite advanced 
mathematics in front of varied audiences.

Spelling Bee
We aim to help students improve 
their spelling, expand their vocabulary, 
learn concepts and develop correct 
English usage that will help them 
throughout their lives. Students need 
to memorize and spell the words 
they learn throughout the year. Since 
this competition is like a game, the 
participants have a lot of fun as well. 
Spelling Bee finals are celebrated in 
our school halls with great excitement. 

Young Inventors
The Young Inventors Competition challenges 
participants from elementary to high school to 
develop patents, come up with new inventions, 
and make improvements to existing models. 
The competition culminates in an awards 
ceremony and an ‘open house’ where the 
young inventors demonstrate their projects.

At this great contest, our students redefine 
what it means to think outside the box. They 
answer the question,‘Which invention do I 
really wish that I had invented myself?’ They 
are so keen to invent something that will solve 
a social or environmental issue close to them. 

Game 24
Game 24 aims to raise mathematics 
achievement. The benefits for our 
students can include improved focus, 
the ability to remain emotionally 
centred under pressure, quickness of 
thought and increased confidence in 
mental-math abilities.

Science Fair
The Science Fair allows our students 
to develop crucial independent learning 
skills such as time management, 
taking responsibility, organization, and 
communication. Science experiments and 
innovations at the fair offer unique hands-
on learning opportunities that incorporate 
STEM subjects (science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics). Students 
are expected to integrate many subjects 
and many skills and sub-skills into one 
project, for example, reading, writing, 
ethics, critical thinking, problem-solving, 
data analysis, computer science, graphic 
arts, and public speaking.
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Future Inventors
To stimulate inventive thinking in our students, 
and to encourage practical ingenuity through 
experimentation and discovery, Future Inventors is 
held annually in our schools. This fantastic event 
focuses on the process of invention and develops 
problem-solving skills and creativity. The goal of the 
Future Inventors Contest is to foster cognitive growth 
so that students can think creatively and apply 
problem-solving in the real world, broadening their 
capacity for conceptual and logical thought. 

Debate Week
Debate helps our secondary school students to 
see the power of having rational, well-structured 
arguments supported by compelling evidence in 
action. It enables them to explain their point of view 
by utilizing rhetorical eloquence. It instils in debaters a 
great sense of poise and confidence. It teaches them 
the skills of researching, organizing, and presenting the 
information. 

In general, the benefits of debate include: 

> Improving rigorous higher-order thinking and critical 
thinking skills

> Enhancing learners’ ability to structure and organize 
thoughts

> Enhancing learners’ analytical, research and note-
taking skills

> Improving learners’ ability to structure balanced, 
informed arguments that use reasoning supported by 
evidence

> Developing effective speechwriting skills and oral 
delivery skills

> Encouraging teamwork

Stirling Talk
Stirling Schools place a high value on equipping students with 
quality communication and presentation skills. Besides their 
presentation projects and assignments in the classroom, our 
students are also given opportunities to explore their potential 
with the help of various activities that include public speaking 
events – the most prominent of these being TALKS.

Our English Departments annually organize TALKS events 
both within English Week activities and separately. Students 
are encouraged to think about exciting topics that relate 
to their lives, to do research, and to organize their ideas in 
appropriate ways for public presentation. While developing 
the necessary presentation skills, learning to voice their 
opinions, mastering the use of media in presentations, and 
grasping how to engage their audience, students gain self-
esteem and self-confidence – both of which are crucial in 
their personal development.

In addition to organizing TALKS events within individual 
schools, Stirling Schools also hold TALKS events with other 
local Stirling Schools in order to provide new opportunities 
for their students to perform to a wider audience. This also 
contributes to our students’ sense of belonging to the Stirling 
Schools educational community.

90 

Co
-c

ur
ric

ul
ar

 A
ct

iv
iti

es



National Organizations
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National Organizations

Iraq National Project Olympiad

Since 2006, The Iraq National Project Olympiad (INPO) has been 
organized in each Stirling School. Primary, Secondary and High 
School students participate in the competition, which focuses 
on Biology, Physics, Chemistry, Computer, Design, Energy, 
Environment and Mathematics. INPO has been organized in 
collaboration with Tishk International  University since 2013.

INPO empowers students to use scientific and productive 
thinking. Students present their projects,  prepared with the 
assistance of their supervisors from different scientific fields, to 
members of the jury. After their presentations, the projects are 
judged by members of the expert jury and ranked accordingly. 
Successful students are awarded medals and other prizes, as well 
as the right to represent Kurdistan and Iraq in international project 
competitions such as INTEL-ISEF (USA), I SWEEP (USA), GENIUS 
(USA), Infomatrix (Romania-Kazakhstan), INESPO (Netherlands), 
Golden Climate (Kenya), and Volvo (Sweden).

SSAT Admission Test

As Stirling Schools, we accept students for intake at certain levels. 
For grades 6 and 9, we have a standard school admission test, 
usually administered at the beginning of May. This test features 
Maths, Logic, Science, and English multiple-choice questions. 
Depending on the result of the test, students may be offered 
scholarships to help cover the cost of their studies at Stirling 
Schools. Students who do not have an adequate level of English 
will be offered a preparatory year. 
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International Science Olympiads
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We plan the 
academic career 
of students and
help them gain 

admission to 
National and 
International 
Universities.
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International Science Olympiads

Scientific and technological developments are increasing at a faster 
rate than ever in today’s world, and Stirling Schools contribute to these 
developments through their active participation in projects and science 
Olympiads. International Olympiads are regarded as an essential part of 
our educational provision for gifted and highly talented students.

International Kangaroo 
Math Olympiad
Kangourou sans Frontières (KSF) is an independent 
association, whose purpose is to organize the annual 
Kangaroo contest to promote mathematics amongst young 
people around the world. 

Each year, over six million school pupils aged 5 to 18 from 
more than 50 countries around the globe take part in this 
contest at various levels. Awards are given to the top-scoring 
students in each grade at the national level. Questions 
require the use of imagination, basic computational skills, 
logical thinking, and other problem-solving strategies.

American Math Contest
More than 300,000 students participate in MAA American 
Mathematics Competitions every year. This contest leads 
the nation in strengthening the mathematical capabilities of 
the next generation of problem solvers.

The program begins at the middle school level of 
competition, AMC 8, and extends through high school with 
the AMC 10 and 12.

International Math 
Challenge
The Pan-Asia International School organizes this competition 
every year in Thailand. The ‘International Math Challenge’ 
encourages students to study and excel in mathematics and 
critical thinking.
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DISTCO Contest
The DISTCO (Digital Storytelling Contest) is a powerful 
research-oriented educational project organized by the 
University of Houston. This project contributes to research 
into the educational uses of digital storytelling in K-12 and 
beyond. This contest, which takes place in English, involves 
students at different levels, from kindergarten to senior high 
school. The right to apply for DISTCO in the international 
arena is conferred only after school qualifiers, provincial 
qualifying rounds, and national qualifiers have taken place. 
The contest appears online at www.distco.org. 

The competition enables participants to immerse 
themselves in the world of storytelling, script production, 
video production, and multimedia. It gives students an 
opportunity to demonstrate their skills in technology, 
multimedia, research, presentation, writing, and creativity.

Owlypia
Owlypia, with its slogan 'The Intellectuals' Struggle', 
is for students aged between 11 and 14 (Owlets) and 
for student aged between 15 and 18 (Owlys). It is an 
international platform where students can think, write, 
discuss and have fun. Owlypia aims to inspire intellectual 
curiosity and to help foster research skills, even instilling 
academic confidence in young minds, under the banner of 
‘Challenging students intellectually!’

International Junior 
Science Olympiad
The International Junior Science Olympiad (IJSO) is an 
annual individual and team competition in the Natural 
Sciences for students under sixteen. IJSO recognizes the 
significance of the Natural Sciences in the general education 
of young people and in all aspects of their lives. 

Currently, around 50 member countries participate every 
year. The academic competitions of the IJSO include 
challenging tests on science topics, presented as theory 
questions and as practical tasks.

International Chemistry 
Olympiad
The International Chemistry Olympiad (IChO) is an annual 
competition for the world’s most talented chemistry 
students at secondary school level. Nations around the 
world send a team of four students who will be judged on 
their knowledge of chemistry and their chemistry skills in 
a five-hour practical laboratory test and a five-hour written 
theory examination. 

The Chemistry Olympiad aims to stimulate the interest of 
students who are fascinated by chemistry through the 
independent and creative solving of chemical problems.

International Math 
Olympiad
The International Mathematical Olympiad (IMO) is the World 
Championship Mathematics Competition for High School 
students. It is held each year in a different country. The first 
IMO was held in 1959 in Romania, with seven countries 
participating. The number of participating countries has 
gradually expanded over the years. It now stands at over 100 
countries from five continents.

International Biology 
Olympiad
The International Biology Olympiad (IBO) is a yearly 
competition for secondary school students. It encourages 
students to tackle biological problems and to undertake 
biological experiments. 

In bringing together gifted biology students, the IBO aims 
to challenge and stimulate these students to expand their 
skillsets and to promote their scientific careers, so that life 
science talents are given due prominence.
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International University Preparation

The College Board Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) and SAT 
Subject Tests which are held officially and are recognized by 
the Kurdistan and Iraqi Educational Authorities for International 
Schools. International school students can be admitted to local 
and international universities in the country with their SAT and 
SAT Subject Test results. 10% of university places are allocated 
for students from international schools and 6% of these places are 
allocated for students with SAT qualifications. 

For this reason, international schools operating within the Stirling 
Education group provide a well-balanced curriculum which prepares 
students for the SAT and SAT Subject Tests. Students also benefit 
from SAT Support programs which are offered by the international 
schools within the Stirling Education group and which are delivered 
by their experienced teachers and trainers. Students’ progress 
towards SAT benchmark scores is monitored carefully and they 
regularly sit SAT and SAT Subject Mock Tests.

Advanced Placement examinations (AP exams) are standardized 
exams designed to measure how well students have mastered the 
content and skills of a specific AP course. AP Exams are offered by 
the College Board and are taken each May by students. The tests 
are the culmination of year-long Advanced Placement (AP) courses. 
 
Some colleges and universities in the U.S. grant credits or advanced 
placement based on AP test scores; those in over twenty other 
countries do likewise. Policies vary by institution, but institutions 
that award credit usually require a score of 3 or higher on any 
given exam for credit to be granted or course prerequisites to 
be waived. Colleges in several countries may also take AP 
grades into account when deciding which students to accept. 
 
For this reason, Stirling international schools provide elective AP 
courses at grade 12. Students also benefit from support programs 
which are delivered and supervised by their experienced teachers 
and program trainers. Students’ progress towards AP benchmark 
scores is monitored carefully and they regularly sit AP Mock Tests.

SAT AP
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Guidance Department

The Stirling Schools Guidance 
Service (GS) aims to raise 
individuals who love their 
homeland, are integrated with the 
world, adopt universal and ethical 
values, respect the environment, 
and possess both analytical and 
free-thinking skills.

The Guidance Service, which carries out its 
activities within this framework, follows the 
character education as well as the scientific 
development of the students.

GS follows the character development of 
the students following a specified program, 
with administrators assigned to this job in all 
institutions, as well as the guidance teachers, 
who are responsible for guidance in addition 
to having responsibility for their branch.

GS accepts students as individuals with 
different values and focuses on the correct 
development of the potential within them, 
not on blocking that potential. For example, 
a guidance teacher sees a naughty 
student as a dynamic student who can get 

attention and mobilize other students; an 
ambitious student as one who is eager to 
help other students around them; an angry 
student as a student who is determined to 
protect their values. The guidance teacher 
treats each student accordingly, knowing 
that whatever we believe students will 
become, they tend to conform to our 
expectations of them. In addition, it has 
been observed that students whose 
positive aspects are appreciated abandon 
undesirable behavior.

GS follows a separate character 
development program for each class. 
To this end, teachers work periodically 
with relevant class members and 
relevant administrators during the 
summer holidays and throughout the 
year, determining the most appropriate 
and effective method of teaching and 
implementing guidance within this 
framework.

GS follows the development of the student 
by planning the entire environment that 
can affect him or her. The environment 
that affects the student is his/her friends, 

teachers, family, and the digital world. As 
long as all four parts work harmoniously 
together, healthy individuals will be raised.
In the area of guidance, the main thing to 
impart is not to explain but to be a role model. 
For this reason, teachers and students who 
do not experience any unwanted behaviour 
in their families will automatically grow up 
with good behavior.
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TEACHERS
The teacher is both a mediator of 
knowledge and a good role model.

The teachers at our institutions are 
mostly selected from people who 
stand out due to their achievements 
and their moral stance during their 
university years. Additionally, other 
teachers we recruit are expected to 
be virtuous individuals in addition to 
proficiency in their field, and virtue is 
sought as a baseline criterion in terms 
of it being an exemplary quality to 
model for the students.

The development of teachers chosen 
in this way, both in terms of their 
specializations and in terms of 
universal values, is followed up during 
their teaching. Programs established 
to this end consist of activities such 
as educational and guidance meetings, 
seminars, technological innovation 
adaptation programs, travels abroad 
for self-improvement, the sharing of 
experiences with other institutions, 
further activities to develop language 
skills, recreational activities, the 
promotion of reading new works 
alongside classical works, etc. Some 
of these programs are organized and 
monitored by the Education Board and 
some others by GS.
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Guidance Meetings: The Guidance Meeting 
is the program within which teachers come 
together during the students’ summer 
holidays to create learning materials 
thematically related to the teaching topics 
to be covered during the year, to correct and 
enrich existing learning materials, to come to 
an agreement on the methods to be employed 
to deal with the subjects, and to create the 
annual Guidance Academic Calendar. In 
addition, teachers who follow the same 
program throughout the year come together 
every two weeks to discuss the suitability of 
the Academic Calendar, the difficulties they 
have encountered and the solutions they 
propose to address these. These activities 
are monitored by the institution’s GS officer.

Seminars: This covers both branch seminars 
conducted by the Education Coordinator and 
the collective or group, face-to-face or online 
programs that include topics such as Personal 
Development, Communication, Pedagogy, 
Diction, Universal Values etc. by GS.

Recreational Activities: These programs 
are the social activities in which teachers 
participate with teachers, teachers participate 
with students, or teachers participate with 
parents. These social activities can take place 
within the institution or as an outing to a natural 
setting. These outings are planned to take place 
over one or more days, sometimes with the 
participation of the parents. These are the most 
basic programs which are conducted during the 
semester break, during Newroz and during the 
summer holidays. Recreational activities such 
as picnics and excursions can also be organized 
within the program during pre-determined days 
throughout the year.

Reading Follow-Up: GS encourages teachers 
to read and work on their subject and personal 
development and rewards them for doing so.

Morning Briefings: Teachers and administrators, 
except for the teachers on duty, come together 
15 minutes before lessons start at each 
institution, to review final preparations, shake 
off early morning drowsiness and start the first 

class energetically. Everyone benefits from the 
positive energy of a colleague, and the daily 
schedule is briefly summarized during this time.

Guidance Meetings: These are weekly meetings 
in which compliance with discipline, students' 
development, following the character education 
program and solutions to general problems are 
discussed. Students' personal problems are 
handled in a special meeting which is attended 
only by relevant teachers and administrators.

Class Guidance Assessment: This is a one-to-
one interview with a relevant teacher and the 
vice principal of the institution responsible for 
guidance. In this meeting, students of the class 
in question are addressed one by one and their 
strong and weak points are evaluated. A road 
map is determined to deal with any problems 
that are identified and any projects that are 
ongoing. The implementation of any previous 
decisions is followed up on during this meeting.

Activities Followed by Guidance Department
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Therefore, the attitude of the family is of vital importance in the 
development of the character and the formation of a healthy individual. 
The teacher-family dialogue not only enhances the abilities of the student 
but also enables the teacher to identify and support their weak areas. This 
dialogue is provided by activities such as visiting the family during certain 
time periods in the year, sharing information with parents in group parent 
meetings at the school, sharing information with parents in a one-to-one 

meeting that they are invited to attend at the school (this sort of meeting 
can take place once a month or twice within the same time period, taking 
into account the status of the student). Teacher-family communication 
can also take place during parent and student activities which have been 
organized. Apart from this, parents can make an appointment to visit the 
teacher by giving prior notice. In addition, for parents who wish it, activity 
tracking can be recorded through the 'Parent Tracking Form'.

PARENTS - FAMILY The family of the student are the people who have the most influence on the child, both genetically and 
also as actors in the child’s closest environment with whom he or she interacts the most. The family 
situation is reflected in the student's behaviour as a canvas reflects the brush-strokes of the artist. 
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Home Visits are planned especially at the 
beginning of the academic year. These are 
needed to talk about expectations, to inform 
parents about follow-up procedures and 
programs, to see students in their usual 
environment and to begin the educational 
year with an agreement. These visits are 
made by prior appointment. Aside from this, 
the number of visits can be increased if the 
parents and teachers would like to do this and 
it seems necessary.

Parent Home Visits 

The Importance of Parent Visits

Visiting the house deepens the bond 
between student and teacher.

There is a positive change in the teacher’s 
view of the student.

The parents get to know the teacher and the 
institution better.

The parents' interest in their child’s education 
increases. They become more involved with 
their child's learning-related wishes.

Increasing the connection between parents 
and teachers also affects the student's 
interest and connection with the teacher. We 
have observed that students who see the 
sincere interaction of the teacher and their 
family during such meetings become more 
hardworking and more organized as a result.
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More realistic follow-up procedures are put in 
place by the teacher after seeing the student's 
home, family and study environment on-the-
spot. The teacher behaves more tolerantly, 
considering possible problems that may 
arise from the student's family relations.

The parents' support is gained through the 
teacher explaining the goals and activities 
to be conducted as guidance tasks and the 
student becomes regularly involved in these 
guidance tasks.

A resolution is achieved about what is the 
responsibility of the family and what is the 
responsibility of the teacher regarding the 
development of the student. Both parents and 
teachers become more aware of their duties.

In the implementation of the daily program, 
the agreement between the parent and the 
teacher is expressed to the student succinctly.

Parents' support is obtained in the 
implementation of the daily program.

In general, a teacher visit to the student’s 
home has a positive effect on the future life of 
the student as an unforgettable memory that 
makes the student happy.

The parents that we visit come to the school 
more frequently and feel more comfortable 
doing so because they begin to see the 
teacher as more sincere and as being closer 
to them. Increased parent-teacher contact 
has a very positive effect on the student.

Since family ties are strong in terms of national 
culture, it is more effective from the student’s 
point of view if things to be demanded of him/
her come from the family.

During the visits, the parents are informed 
about all the different activities carried 
out in the school (Department meetings, 
competitions, Olympics, additional courses, 
quizzes, social activities, books, changes 
made in the school, new materials taken to 
the school, etc.).
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Topics To Be Discussed:

> Actions to be taken regarding the positive 
aspects and abilities of the student

> Opinions of other teachers about the 
student

> Participation in guidance activities

> Technical Reports: Notes, homework 
checks, extra exams, other studies, 
absenteeism and being late

> The ‘My-mercury’ information system

> Home program check papers and student 
behavior outside school

> Evaluating the controlled use of things like 
the internet, TV etc.

> Evaluation of (and solutions to) student's 
communication problems, if any

> Information about all the innovations at the 
school

> Mock exam results for Grades 6, 9, and 12, 
the roadmap for state exams

One-to-One Parent Information 
Meeting 
This is the one-to-one evaluation meeting between the teacher 
and the parents which is organized at the institution. The 
most important issue to be considered in this interview is to 
emphasize the positive behavior of the student. The interview 
is conducted along certain lines.

Seminars and Activities for Parents:

> Benefitting from parents’ help 
in conveying guidance issues to 
students

> Benefitting from parents from 
different professions who lead in-field 
seminars

> Bookworm reading campaign

> Book-reading advice for parents

> Seminars and activities on parents' 
role(s) in education

>  Social and sports activities for 
parent groups

Student-Parent Activities

> One day with my dad/mom

> Family picnic, sports activities, 
celebrations

> Cinema time

104 

Gu
id

an
ce

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t



Reading Time: One of the most important 
goals of our schools is “students learning 
to learn”. For this purpose, there is a daily 
reading time of 15 minutes before the 
first lesson. Before starting the lesson, 
all students read a book in their class 
together with the teacher of the first 
lesson. The priority in reading is firstly 
the books that the student has to read, 
such as story books and guidance books, 
followed by the reading with the class 
teacher. Students who complete these 
can also choose other books that they 
wish to read according to their age.

Students With Lesson Problems

Organizing additional lessons

Ensuring the implementation of the daily 
schedule

Bringing TV, internet, and computer use down 
to a reasonable level

Active Students

One-to-one student meeting

One-to-one parent meeting

Special care, a physical activity

Giving importance to the student

Students With Health Problems

Having health examinations

If there is a chronic disease, follow up by 
getting information from parents.

Attention to these in classroom seating plans 
(for those with hearing and vision difficulties)

Students with family problems

The student follow-up is done according to his 
/ her special situation.

STUDENT The student is the water, and the environment is the container into which the water is poured. Whatever the color and shape of the container, the student will 
take on that appearance. First of all, we need to adapt the school, the home and the street to the student as we wish him or her to be. In order to achieve this, 
the teacher and the family were dealt with above. Now we will describe the programs that we deliver to the students and the aims of these.

The "School Discipline Rules" are read 
and signed when the student is taken 
to school. Thus, at least theoretically, 
the student sees the areas to which he 
or she needs to pay attention. The rules 
are then signed by the parent, too.

Guidance Lesson: Each class has a 1-hour guidance 
course that appears on the weekly course schedule. 
This course is taught by the Class Teacher in 
accordance with the established curriculum of the 
course and with the approval of the relevant public 
institutions. The curriculum to be covered in this course 
was prepared as a book that addresses all religious, all 
ethnic groups and cultural groups, and which includes 
universal values. Within the guidance course, we aim 
to teach the student character education, universal 
values and their implementation.

Students with Communication Difficulties: A student 
who cannot communicate in the classroom can 
sometimes sap the energy of many teachers and 
students. Therefore, the adaptation of these students 
to normal life is very important. To this end, a road map 
is determined by scheduling a family interview in the 
first month. Sample problems and solution methods 
we use in our institutions are as follows:
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Successful Student Programs

Our main goal in education is to take every student 
further than the level they are at. It is certain that every 
person has a different character and a different level of 
ability. Accepting differing individual personalities and 
differing abilities preserves us from uniform education 
and provides more effective learning. In addition, 
students mostly imitate each other. Supporting the 
students who learn faster in the classroom and who 
are better in character will be an example to others and 
will affect the class positively. Therefore, in order for 
successful students not to get bored due to the speed of 
the class and to develop their ability to co-ordinate their 
friends, they are given “leadership” training. Thus, they 
will be a good example to their friends. In parallel with 
these programs, suitable programs will be organized for 
other student groups.

One-To-One Student Meeting

The One-To-One student meeting is a meeting which 
is called at a certain time and in a predetermined 
place. This meeting is held during regular class time. 
The approach that will be taken as the basis for the 
meeting is to value the student and show him/her that 
he/she is valued. Each meeting is held in accordance 
with certain goals and follow-ups. Teachers should 
make an effort to develop students' positive qualities by 
explicitly appreciating them in the student's presence. 
The student’s shortcomings (if it is considered useful 
to focus on these) are determined and these problems 
are discussed together with their solutions. What 
should be clearly expressed to the students that such 
undesirable behaviour makes others sad. The One-To-
One conversation with the student implies the belief of 
the teacher in the essential goodness of the student.

Activities After School

With the consent and permission of parents, our teachers 
do not limit the time they spend with their students only 
to class hours. Outside these hours, they come together 
with their students for additional lessons, extra study, 
exam preparation, one-to-one meetings, group activities, 
club activities, art and sports activities, science Olympic 
studies, nature trips, picnics, etc.

The aim is to eliminate the failings of the students, to 
make education more interesting for them, to strengthen 
the bond between the teacher and the student or students, 
to help students learn good behaviour from each other 
and for each student to become socialized. As a result, 
students stay in close contact with their teachers during a 
significant part of the course and during holidays.
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Our educational institutions give rewards 
to support and incentivize success and 
good qualities. Our institutions conduct 
competitions and follow-ups in the areas 
of reading, cleaning, helping, scientific 
achievement, love-and-respect, etc. They 
also determine the duration of these 
activities according to the level of the 
students. As a result, leading students 
are rewarded for being an example to the 
other students.

Book exams are very important in order to 
encourage reading and especially to get the 
reading habit. Since the book that a student 
reads will be more valuable for him/her, it 
will also act as a stimulus for creating his 
/ her own library. For this purpose, periodic 
exams are conducted based on Kurdish, 
Arabic and English reading books in our 
schools. These exams are evaluated by 
the teacher of the related course and 
successful students are rewarded.

Since the students will naturally be more 
stressed in the final period, activities 
during that period are organized in such 
a way that the students will feel relaxed 
and re-motivated by coming together in 
their spare time.

Supporting Success and Goodness Reading Book Exams Final Period Guidance
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Under the umbrella of our schools, our alumni associations 
contribute to our graduate students. Alumni associations 
have been prepared as an environment in which graduates are 
contacted, social activities are organized, and graduates come 
together in certain periods. The aims of these reunions are as 
follows:

     To provide and maintain liaison between alumni

      To provide guidance through the example of     
      graduates for current students 

      To contribute to the careers of graduates

      To benefit from graduates in social responsibility projects

Cooperation With Graduate 
Students As A Role-Model 
And Alumni Association
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Extracurricular Activities

Winter Camp
Winter camp is not just a great 
way to have fun and to learn 
some new skills, but also a 
fantastic opportunity for kids to 
make new friends and to learn 
the importance of friendship. 
During all winter holidays, we 
come together with our students 
for different activities such as 
lesson revision, fun games, 
eating together and field trips.

Stirling Schools are committed to create a  supportive, collaborative and dynamic 
community of learners.

Our schools offer a rich variety of extracurricular activities that provide an 
opportunity to demonstrate their skills; help students to explore their potential, 
develop social skills, learn new skills, teamwork, and time management.

Poetry Contest
The Poetry Contest is a fantastic 
way to improve cognitive function. 
Students take part in this event 
using their language skills and 
their emotions. The contest 
helps our students to raise their 
emotional IQ and leads them to 
greater self-awareness. In this 
activity, students either write 
their own poems or read aloud 
the famous words of great poets 
in their society. It gives fresh 
life to neglected poetic values 
and teaches our students the 
tremendous impact of poetry.

Short Movie Contest
Short Movies are a low-pressure way to 
experiment with different aspects of filmmaking. 
The contest is meant to encourage the artistic 
and expressive form of the short film, giving 
visibility to young aspiring directors. Our 
students produce, direct, shoot and edit a short 
movie themselves, with their friends and even 
with their families. They gain a lot of movie-
making skills in the process, and the experience 
helps improve their creativity. poetry.

Life Readiness Lessons 
Life readiness lessons give students the practical 
information and skills they need to move forward in 
their lives. While it’s helpful to learn these skills at any 
point in a student’s life, it’s best to learn life readiness 
when a child is young. This is why we teach these 
skills to younger students, especially Primary School 
learners. They learn basic life skills such as how to 
tie shoelaces, how to carry a tray, how to trim nails 
or how to place books on a bookshelf. 

Drama Festival
Certain aspects of the performing arts, especially improvisation, help young people to understand how to appraise 
situations rapidly and effectively, how to think outside the box, and how to be more confident going into unfamiliar 
situations. Understanding characters, roles and the subtext of plays and musicals allows students to relate better to 
different locations, backgrounds, and cultures. This encourages them to show compassion and tolerance for others.

Theatre is based upon a collaboration between different actors and, in many cases, the overall quality of any show is 
reliant on ensemble performance. Combining the creative ideas and the abilities of all participants is needed for the 
best outcome. This requires all those taking part to engage in discussions, in feedback, rehearsal, and performance.

Playing drama games, rehearsing and performing will develop students’ abilities and skills so that they  learn to focus 
the mind, and to take full control  of the body, and the voice.
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Language and Culture Festival
LCF is one of the most famous cultural events that 
several groups of students in Stirling Schools take an 
active part in. This event allows students to display their 
abilities. Different cultures which have lived in harmony 
alongside each other for centuries prove that they can 
continue to live in peace together in the future as well. 
The Stirling Schools group emphasizes the art of living 
together in its schools and gives great importance to 
preserving and sustaining love, tolerance, and dialogue. 
Stirling Schools deal with all their social and cultural 
organizations under the LCF banner. These festivals 
consist of stage performances, such as songs, poems, 
drama and folk dancing; sports activities, such as 
football, basketball, table tennis, volleyball and chess, 
and handicrafts like painting, decorating, calligraphy, 
food, and basic clothes-making. Throughout the school 
year, all the activities are demonstrated by different 
organizations inside and outside school. Doing LCF 
activities, students learn more about their own cultural 
traditions and pursuits. Besides this, students are 
motivated to live in harmony. 

This festival brings together students, teachers, 
families, and the wider public. It promotes greater 
cultural awareness and tolerance among the students 
and the wider public. Such festivals are intended to be 
a fun event. They are also intended to enrich people's 
lives by increasing social interaction and fostering 
community ties.

Health Week
Health Week incorporates many facets of the topic of being 
healthy, promoting emotional and mental health, as well as 
physical health, and healthy eating.  Health Week includes a 
variety of activities designed to promote well-being, and to 
encourage students to be physically active.
We always aim to be active in this area at all our schools. Our 
students have the opportunity to take part in many additional 
activities which they thoroughly enjoy.  Everyone in the 
school gets involved and becomes a part of the celebration 
to encourage sound nutrition, along with regular physical 
activity and other health-promoting programs in schools.

Sports Tournament
We believe that Sports Tournaments can help to build character and to develop 
physical skills, especially when these events take place in a sports arena. One of 
the things that sports tournaments do very well, especially for young athletes, 
is to offer them different experiences. They get to enjoy the euphoria and the 
highs of the wins. In many ways, a sports tournament helps to prepare young 
ones for the trials and tribulations that they will face in their life in other areas.

Sports tournaments also help to encourage individuals to co-operate and work 
closely with others, as well as to compete. This creates a real sense of self-
awareness and discipline. 
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Song Contest
The Song Contest is a musical competition 
between our students, held every year at our 
primary schools. Singing improves learners’ 
command of English by giving them the 
chance to learn new English vocabulary, to 
acquire excellent English intonation, and to 
practise the pronunciation of English sounds. 
Learners will also gain in confidence by 
performing in front of large audiences. In this 
contest, students choose from a list given 
songs and rehearse to be the best singer of all!

Reading Time
We have reading sessions every morning at the 
beginning of the day. We want our students to 
start the day with reading, since we believe that 
it is crucially important to get the reading habit 
in order to improve their lifelong achievements. 
From our observations, we note that reading 
has a really positive influence on learners in 
terms of expanding their vocabulary range 
and increasing their fluency in reading.

Cleanest Classroom Contest
Our students take on the responsibility of maintaining cleanliness in their classroom 
throughout the entire school year. The Class Management Committee will lead the 
class in maintaining daily cleaning routines and in decorating their classrooms. 
This ensures that students can learn in a vibrant classroom environment.

The Cleanest Classroom Contest recognizes the classes who have performed 
extremely well that month in the area of classroom cleanliness and upkeep. The 
judging criteria are clearly communicated in advance to the students and the 
rooms are assessed by the administration as well as through weekly voting by 
teachers.

Winners are selected at the end of each week, and they receive certificates and prizes.

Dads’ Story Reading 
We all agree that shared reading experiences 
are highly beneficial for young people. 
So, in our kindergarten schools, we invite 
fathers to read stories to their children. The 
benefits of shared reading include providing 
exposure to a rich source of language, 
fostering the development of listening 
skills, and including awareness-raising and 
acquisition of spelling patterns, and of key 
vocabulary items. Dads’ Story Reading also 
helps to establish foundational literacy 
skills (left to right progress through book, 
top to bottom progress through text) as well 
as the beginnings of some basic reading 
comprehension tasks. In addition, they 
are valued as a shared social opportunity 
between parents and their children and a 
chance to foster positive attitudes toward 
reading. 

When we read aloud to children, it also 
benefits their cognitive development. 
Studies have shown that parent-child 
reading stimulates brain areas which relate 
to the understanding of narrative and to 
mental imagery. 
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Class Picnics
Picnicking is a popular activity at school. It is one of the most exciting 
events for the students every spring term. From the casual lunches 
which are eaten to the outdoor games which are played, picnics 
provide a relaxed environment within which to catch up with kids 
and to entertain them. Within an informal picnic setting, students 
can relax, develop better friendships with their peers, and relate to 
teachers in a natural setting. Everyone has a good time, sharing the 
food they have brought from home and playing group games.

Photography Contest
Today, photography is one of the most celebrated forms of modern 
art. There are many reasons why photographic techniques are 
a must for most students in the country to learn. Photography 
teaches students to appreciate more fully the environment they live 
in and the natural world. Through photography, our students can 
realize the beauty of even the simplest thing, such as a plain leaf 
hanging from the motionless branch of an old tree. It also helps 
students to be aware of what is happening in their environment. 
Through photography, one can see what is happening in society, 
and become aware of  which issues need immediate action and 
which problems remain half-hidden. For these reasons, we hold a 
photography contest regularly. What’s more, we encourage all our 
middle and high school students to participate in it.

International Summer 

Studying abroad at summer camp is a truly enriching, 
fun and enjoyable experience. It is a holiday that 
everyone should have the chance to go on at some 
point during their childhood. Though it might seem like 
a big, scary step to send your child away to a foreign 
country for the summer holidays, there are so many 
benefits to studying during the summer at an English 
Camp abroad. 

Knowing English is a great advantage, and where better 
to learn it than abroad? English summer centres offer 
children the perfect chance to immerse themselves in 
English and start to learn this universal language.

In summer camp, our students are bound to make 
plenty of new friends as they meet students from 
around the world. Many children make friends for life 
as they bond over social activities and excursions, 
and your child will surely come home with plenty of 
memories that they have shared with their new friends.

Having fun is one of the most critical aspects of 
studying abroad, and any summer centre will make 
sure that students are kept entertained with social 
activities, sports, fun games, and excursions. Bring on 
a summer to remember!

English Camp
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Summer English School
When students from many different nationalities 
are put under one roof, they learn about each other's 
culture, religion, education, politics, and general 
thinking. They learn to challenge each other in a healthy 
and supportive environment. Ultimately, bringing 
people together in an international setting breaks 
down a number of social barriers, creating a global 
social understanding, giving young people exposure 
to different cultures, and helping them to realize that 
we are all connected. Suddenly the world around them 
becomes more relevant, more connected and in turn, 
this breeds much-needed tolerance. 

One of the most documented benefits of attending 
a summer school is the confidence it gives so many 
young people. Many first-time summer school 
students have not been away from home for a 
prolonged period before. Attending a summer school 
allows them to do so in a supervised and supportive 
environment that has been specifically designed for 
them. This new-found confidence is not just social, it 
can also encourage academic confidence, depending 
on the type of summer program chosen. The social 
skills developed at a residential summer school are far-
reaching. Students learn to interact and make friends 
from day one, and for a large number of them, they do 
so in their second language. 

Field Trips
We believe that field trips are significant 
for our students for various reasons. They 
provide every student with some real-world 
experiences. Whether the trip is to a bakery, 
a hospital, a public garden, a supermarket 
or a museum, each experience enables 
students to create a connection between 
what is happening at school and what is 
happening in the ‘real world’.

A field trip helps learners to forget any hint 
of boredom they might feel in classroom 
lectures, even if it’s just for a day. Moreover, 
it awakens the student’s interest in learning 
and in getting new educational information 
about a topic, even if the subject under 
review is a little ‘dry’ in theory.

Through real-life connections and a hands-
on experience directly related the lessons 
they are learning at school, students are 
more likely to understand the subject 
better. This relevance of what they are 
learning and the vivid memorability of a 
field trip helps them to perform better in 
school exams, tests, and projects.
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Graduation Programs
As Stirling Schools, we know that our students 
spend years working toward their graduation 
with perseverance and determination. For  6th 
and 12th grade students, we hold amazing 
graduation programs to let them know that 
they are loved and supported. 

End-of-Year Programs
End-of-Year programs are a time for our students to celebrate the goals that 
they’ve achieved in the school over the previous twelve months. It is also 
an opportunity to inspire and motivate them to learn how to act and speak 
in front of a large group of people. The End-of-Year program is carefully 
planned by the experienced teachers to make our students feel valued, 
cared for, and proud of themselves.

Parents’ Breakfast
We have parents’ breakfast activities to teach our students the impact and 
importance of having breakfast regularly. This activity is not just about 
sitting down for a proper breakfast. It’s also about spending quality time 
with our parents. While sitting together to eat, children and their parents 
chat and learn to share and to co-operate. This is something many children 
don’t experience at home. For this reason, we hold this fantastic activity for 
every class.

Other Activities
Our schools offer a rich variety of activities that provide opportunities to bring 
together and empower a collaborative school community and reinforce integrity. 
These activities include parents, staff, and students.

Student Orientation
The student orientation program aims to support new students as they begin their learning journey at 
Stirling Schools. We aim to create familiarization opportunities and offer induction experiences that are 
directly informed by our educational philosophy and our teaching practices. We strive for the orientation 
program to:

> Promote engagement with the values of our school community

> Establish and care for students' basic needs

> Provide accurate and relevant information about life at Stirling schools

> Provide students with time to process and reflect, and to share their 

fears and anxieties in a supportive environment
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Parent Orientation
Annually, an orientation day is organized for our parents 
to get to know our curriculum, the rules and regulations 
of our schools, our teaching methodologies and the extra-
curricular activities that we run throughout the year.

As part of our orientation meetings our teachers share 
detailed information about the learning parameters and the 
stress that we place on innovative teaching, along with the 
learning methodologies that we utilize in our school.

We aim to start each year with these programs in order to see 
our children grow, with the help and support of their parents, 
into happy, skilful and creatively well-adjusted citizens.

One-to-One Parent Meeting
A parent-teacher conference is a short meeting or conference 
organized between the parents and teachers of one of our 
students to discuss that child's progress at school and find 
solutions to academic or behavioural problems. One-to-One 
Parent conferences supplement the information conveyed 
through our report cards by focusing on a child’s specific 
strengths and weaknesses in individual subjects and by 
taking a a more general view of the level of that individual’s 
inter-curricular skills and competences.

 115 

Other Activities



Stirling Schools 
support the cultural 

development of 
their students.
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Student Clubs

DRAMA CLUB MINIATURE MODELLING CLUB

ORIGAMI CLUB PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB CALLIGRAPHY CLUB

The Drama Club aims to provide an 
enjoyable after-school activity working 
on directing, mime, and other exercises. 
Drama will introduce students to the 
wonderful world of acting, improvisation, 
and role-play. The children will learn about 
scripts, memorization, and will perform 
many improvised skits and games.

In this club, we make 3D models of houses, 
cars, parks and buildings that we see 
around us. To make three-dimensional 
things, you’ll need to your engineering skills 
and techniques.

Learning origami is a relaxing way to spend 
some time, and you will be amazed at 
what can be created from a small square 
of paper. This regular club is suitable for 
students who have never tried origami, and 
and for those who are already hooked and 
want to learn more. We strive to show the 
artistic and technical potential of paper.

The Photography Club 
provides opportunities 
for students to learn the 
basics of photography, 
and to develop technical 
photographic skills, at 
different levels.

This club welcomes anyone interested in learning 
calligraphy. Calligraphy can be great fun and offer fantastic 
stress-relief, thus providing a perfect way to take a break 
from a busy school schedule! Calligraphic script works 
well for letters, certificates and envelopes, and the skills 
learned in the club can be applied to everyday handwriting. 
The club progresses from the basics of Calligraphic script 
to advanced techniques including adding flourishes.
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TANGRAM CLUB

KEYBOARD CLUB MATHS KANGAROO CLUB

The tangram consists of seven flat shapes 
called ‘tans’ to form shapes. There are 
many benefits to playing with a tangram. 
It can be used to develop problem-solving 
and logical thinking skills, perceptual 
reasoning (non-verbal thinking skills), 
visual-spatial awareness, creativity and 
many mathematical concepts such as 
congruency, symmetry, areas, perimeters, 
and geometry.

The Keyboard Club is an introduction 
to playing the keyboard, as well as the 
learning of different musical concepts like 
singing. Children will also enhance their 
listening skills and learn how to distinguish 
between different musical notes. Kit 
required: keyboard.

The International Kangaroo Mathematics Contest originated in France in 1991 and quickly became 
very popular with students all over the globe. Several years later, the International Association 
‘Kangourou Sans Frontières’ was founded. This organization is now responsible for managing the 
world-wide ‘International Kangaroo Mathematics Contest’ (IKMC) every year.

The contest’s main purpose is to promote mathematical thinking and to stimulate an interest in 
maths by providing students with an opportunity to broaden their minds and compare their abilities 
with the abilities of other students across the world.

ARTS & CRAFT CLUB

Arts and Crafts is one of the fun informal 
clubs where children can widen their 
experience through a range of materials 
and techniques. The Arts and Crafts 
Club focuses on creative arts and crafts 
activities and experiences. We focus on 
content and projects that are above and 
beyond what you would do in a regular 
art class.
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VIOLIN CLUB

GUITAR CLUB

The Violin Club offers an introduction to 
playing the violin, as well as the learning 
of different musical concepts like singing. 
Children will also enhance their listening 
skills and learn how to distinguishbetween 
different musical notes. Kit required: violin.

The Guitar Club is an introduction to 
playing the guitar, as well as the learning of 
different musical concepts like singing. The 
children will also enhance their listening 
skills and learn how to distinguish between 
different musical notes. Kit required: guitar.

ROBOTICS CLUB

FOOTBALL CLUB

The Robotics Club uses the motivational effects of 
robotics to inspire students to explore science and 
technology in a hands-on way. At the Robotics Club, 
students learn how robots work in a fun and highly 
energized environment together with like-minded peers. 
We strive to inspire students with robotics, to spark 
their interest, and to lead them into innovation. Robotics 
Club endeavours to motivate and increase student 
participation in different robotics competitions.

The Football Club provides 
opportunities to teach 
young children gross motor 
skills, safety rules and 
interpersonal skills such as 
turn-taking. This club will 
show children how much 
fun exercise can be.

TABLE TENNIS CLUB

This club is designed to teach table tennis skills. Pupils 
take part in preparatory skills training sessions and finish 
by playing games and participating in other fun activities. 
Kit required: games kit.
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MATHS OLYMPIAD

VOLLEYBALL CLUB
SCIENCE CLUB

The Maths Olympiad Club is an inclusive 
maths enrichment program that provides 
club leaders with the resources and 
materials needed to run a maths club. It 
helps to build confidence in students of 
all abilities and interest levels by allowing 
them to engage in unique maths activities 
in a relaxed, social setting.

The Volleyball Club is open 
to all boys and girls. No 
skills are needed to join this 
club. We teach skills and 
drills, and we play games. 
The volleyball club is the 
place to have some fun and 
to meet new friends.

The Science Club is organized to provide 
year-round opportunities for students 
to explore science. The children are 
challenged with scientific problems and 
work together to solve them in a fun, 
practical investigation! Experience a more 
extensive range of science topics and 
heighten their enthusiasm for science in 
hands-on activities.

BASKETBALL CLUB

The Basketball Club aims to teach 
students new basketball skills, to develop 
tactics and most importantly, to work 
together as a team.

KARATE & TAEKWONDO CLUB

Karate/Taekwondo is a martial art and an Olympic 
sport. Through sparring, the study of forms, board-
breaking exercises, self-defence, and meditation, its 
practitioners seek to develop well-rounded physical 
fitness and to acquire the practical skills of self-
defence, as well as acquiring internal habits of 
courtesy, integrity, perseverance, self-control, and 
‘indomitable spirit’.     

The main focus of this club, which is offered on 
campus, is to ensure that interested students take part 
and to train students in the very best physical fitness 
and self-defence skill, which may come in handy in 
times of trouble.
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The verification of 
academic success 
affects more than 
negative comments 
and punishments.
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Stirling Schools Award

The Stirling Schools group believes in the 
importance of offering positive encouragement 
to students as a significant step on the road 
to them becoming responsible individuals. 
Students who set a good example to others in the 
school and who show distinction in a particular 
field (either social or academic) will receive a 
Stirling Schools Award. To be eligible for such 
an award, students have to be consistent in 
their achievement in the areas established by 
Stirling Schools.  

Positive encouragement has a greater 
impact on improving students’ behaviour 
and their academic achievements than 
negative comments and punishments. 
Acknowledging students’ positive 
conduct and achievement at the 
appropriate time is vital.

Positive reinforcement can include:

Giving ongoing feedback to the student on 
appropriate behaviour, perhaps by way of a smile or 
an  encouraging word.  Reinforcement should always 
be appropriate for the student’s age and maturity.

Consistent and caring behaviour by staff

Acknowledgment of effort

Commendation or recognition during Assembly, or 
during other special school occasions

Ongoing communication with parents in person, by 
letter, or by telephone

Recognition in the local community through individual 
or group participation in special events

Public acknowledgment of school and individual 
student achievement, in newsletters and in local media 
outlets
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To be considered for an academic 
commendation, students need to present 
quality work in class and in their home 
assignments. They should also:

Show consistent and constructive participation 
during in-class activities

Do their best in lessons whilst setting high 
standards of personal behavior

Show academic excellence in a particular area

In addition, students who participate in the field 
of national and international events are eligible 
for an award.

Certificate of Excellence

Students who display excellence in their 
studies and who achieve pre-eminent 
results, with an average score of 95 or 
above, are awarded the Certificate of 
Excellence at the end of each semester.

Certificate of Merit

Students who display good merit in their 
studies and who achieve notable results, 
with an average score of between 85 to 
95, are awarded the Certificate of Merit at 
the end of each semester.

Academic Award

Sports Award
To be considered for a sports 
commendation, students need to 
demonstrate high calibre participation 
in a school sport, a representative 
sport, or a fair. They should:

Exhibit the many facets of good 
sportsmanship

Be an age champion in the 
tournaments or athletics contests in 
which they participate

Be selected to represent their 
class, year, school in any sport, and 
demonstratee skill and/or leadership 
in that sport

Receive an award from a national or 
international organization
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Cultural Award
To be considered for a cultural commendation, students should:

Show significant involvement in cultural presentations and 
performances

Be selected to represent their class, year, school in cultural 
performances, and to demonstrate skill and commitment in that 
performance

Achieve quality participation in areas such as Music, Art, Drama, Folk 
Dance, Debating and Public Speaking or other social and cultural 
events organized nationally and internationally.

Behaviour Award
To be considered for commendation in Role Model 
Behaviour, students should set high standards of behavior 
and co-operation in the playground and in the classroom. 
They should:

Display values such as honesty, loyalty, trustworthiness, 
respect and politeness

Show unselfishnessness and consideration by assisting 
members of the school and helping members of local 
communities

Participate in a program or activity that benefits the school

Display citizenship, consideration for others and 
improvements in school life

Show a necessary improvement in behaviour
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Commendation Awards will complement a student's 
school report and references.  Awards will indicate an 
individual’s positive qualities to a future employer and 
are therefore extremely valuable. Students are rewarded 
with either a certificate or a letter in this category.
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The Stirling Schools group provides continuous professional development to its teachers 
and sets achievable expectations. Our teachers do the best they possibly can to meet 
the Stirling Schools Teacher Profile when they join the family. Our Teachers Academy 
and school administration support their professional development and assist them in 
an ongoing way to reach and to maintain the standard of the Teacher Profile.
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Stirling Schools Teacher Profile

Technologically 
Capable

Stirling Schools 
teachers are the key 
people involved in 
implementing digital 
education. They are 
actively engaged in 
their classrooms in 
using technology 
such as smartboards, 
interactive books, 
and online learning 
management 
systems.

Role Model

Stirling Schools 
teachers take the role 
of guiding individuals 
for students in 
many areas. They 
set good examples 
consistently, 
impacting students’ 
behaviour positively. 
In today’s challenging 
world, role modelling 
has become more 
critical than ever.

Dedicated

Stirling Schools 
teachers are 
committed to providing 
the best learning 
environment for their 
students. They dedicate 
all their time to the 
schools to support 
the students and they 
carry out home visits 
also, to strengthen 
their relationship with 
the students and their 
parents. 

Innovative

Stirling Schools 
teachers always 
explore new ways 
of teaching and aim 
to surprise their 
students with brand-
new methodological 
techniques and 
approaches. Moreover, 
they are willing to share 
their experience and 
their resources with 
their colleagues. Thus, 
they naturally form 
an innovative learning 
community within their 
schools.

Academic Excellence 
in Subject Matter

Stirling Schools 
teachers are degree 
holders and work only 
in their subject field. 
Also, they continue 
to research new 
information in the field 
and to update and 
enhance their subject 
knowledge.

Passionate for 
Teaching

Stirling Schools 
teachers perform 
their duties 
professionally. In 
addition, they are 
passionate educators 
who love what they 
do. Their enthusiasm 
is reflected in their 
teaching and in their 
involvement with 
students and parents.
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Productive

Stirling Schools 
teachers 
endeavour to 
produce teaching 
materials which 
are engaging, in 
order to make the 
learning journey 
an exciting 
experience for 
their students. 

Diligent

Stirling Schools 
teachers are 
dynamic and 
hardworking 
individuals. They 
take their role 
seriously and 
make sure that 
they always plan 
well and prepare 
in detail before 
teaching students. 

Reliable

Stirling Schools 
teachers are 
trustworthy 
and honest 
individuals. They 
never surprise 
students with 
unexpected 
behaviour.

Considerate

Stirling Schools 
teachers are kind 
and thoughtful when 
approaching students 
and assessing their 
performance. They 
are not quick to 
judge and penalize 
students but instead 
offer alternatives for 
improvement while 
making sure that 
students stay on track.

Empathetic

Stirling Schools 
teachers 
are kind and 
compassionate 
with their students. 
They share 
students’ feelings 
and analyze every 
situation carefully 
before acting. 

Consistent

Stirling Schools 
teachers are 
consistent in their 
attitudes, in their 
teaching, in the 
attention they give 
to classroom rules 
and in their timing. 
This consistency 
can be observed 
amongst teaching 
staff and amongst 
administrative staff 
members, too.
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Determined

Stirling Schools 
teachers are ready to 
deal with challenges 
and determined 
to overcome the 
difficulties that they 
face in class and 
at school. They 
collaborate with their 
colleagues to solve 
any problems arising 
and they are always 
willing to help.

Patient

Stirling Schools 
teachers are 
patient when they 
deal with problems 
of undesirable 
behaviour in the 
school. They are 
persistent and 
patient in their 
teaching and they 
care about each 
student’s learning. 

Values the Time

Stirling Schools 
teachers consider 
the 40-minutes of 
their teaching period 
extremely valuable. 
They strive to make 
the best use of every 
single minute of 
classroom teaching 
time. In addition, they 
always respect the 
timetable faithfully, 
not allowing their 
classes to overrun and 
take time away from 
students’ breaks.

Organized 

Stirling Schools 
teachers are 
systematic in 
their work and 
preparation. Their 
teaching and their 
daily routines are 
a reflection of their 
organizational 
skills.

Effective 
Communicator

Stirling Schools 
teachers can talk 
convincingly to their 
students when they 
are dealing with a 
variety of difficulties 
and challenges. They 
speak efficiently 
and genuinely, and 
they are naturally 
skilled at effective 
communication.

Devoted

Stirling Schools 
teachers devote 
all their time and 
energy to becoming 
better teachers 
and they work 
continuously to 
improve their skills. 
They are committed 
to making 
their teaching 
understandable for 
every student and to 
taking responsibility 
for helping students 
to learn. 
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Stirling Schools has at its aim the planning, coordination 
and improvement of the quality of education and the 
training of teachers.
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Subject Departments

The Subject Department Meeting plays a vital role at Stirling Schools and it has at its aim the 
planning, coordination and improvement of the quality of education and the training of teachers.
Teachers of the same subject meet regularly and collaborate, pooling ideas in order to deliver their subjects in the best possible manner. Newly arrived teachers benefit 
from this contact with teachers who have been employed in the school for some time and so can more easily adapt to teaching in Stirling Schools.
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General Definitions

THE DEPARTMENT

The group of teachers from 
the same department who 

come together and hold 
meetings during certain 
time periods is called a 

Department, for instance, The 
Mathematics Department.

THE REGIONAL HEAD 
OF DEPARTMENT

This is the person responsible 
for coordinating school 

departments on a monthly 
basis.

THE SCHOOL HEAD 
OF DEPARTMENT

This is the person responsible 
for organizing department 
meetings within the school 
and coordinating day-to-day 

educational activities.

 THE GENERAL 
DEPARTMENT 

MEETING

This is the meeting where 
all department teachers 
come together under the 

supervision of the Regional 
Department Head.

THE SCHOOL 
DEPARTMENT 

MEETING

This is the meeting where all 
subject teachers meet under 
the supervision of the School 

Head of Department.

THE HEADS OF 
DEPARTMENT MEETING

This is the meeting where the 
Educational Coordinator meets 
with all Heads of Department.

EDUCATIONAL BRIEFING

This is a briefing given by the 
Education Coordinator and the 

Head of Department to the board 
once a  semester.
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Department Structure

Every Department has a Regional Head 
of Department.

All Departments hold a General 
Department Meeting.

This consists of sessions where the 
topics of the academic calendar 
(established course dates, social 
activities, essays, Olympiad studies, 
project studies, etc.) are discussed, and 
demo lessons are delivered.

The previous month's educational 
activities are evaluated, and the following 
month's educational activities are 
planned.

At the end of the Department Meeting, 
meeting reports are written and delivered 
to the Educational Coordinator.

It is held during class hours or 
after school.

School Heads of Department and 
the Deputy Academic Principal 
hold meetings.

Preparations such as the planning 
of in-school training, key dates in 
the academic calendar, exams, 
and activities are discussed.

Forward planning from School 
Department Meetings is 
evaluated.

Educational plans are presented 
to the school administration at 
this meeting.

General Department 
Meetings are held once 
a month.

The School Department 
Heads’ Meeting is held 
once a week.
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Meeting agendas are shared in this meeting.

General coordination is provided within the region.

Heads of Department Meetings are usually held 
once a month (or they may be every two weeks, 
depending on the local circumstances).

The wishes and the requests of the members of the 
Department are communicated to the Educational 
Coordinator.

The Educational Coordinator meets 
with the Regional Heads before the 
Monthly General Meeting.

The meeting usually takes place on Saturdays.

Coordination and follow-up of in-school training 
activities are provided at the School Department 
Meeting.

School Department Meeting decisions are 
shared with the Deputy Academic Principal.

The School Department 
Meeting is held once a week.
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Summer Department Meetings

A long-term General Department 
Meeting is held twice in the 
summer. The General Summer 
Department Meetings are 
specified in the summer calendar.

During the Second General 
Summer Department Meeting

The Head of Department delivers model 
lessons. He then schedules every teacher 
in the department to deliver model 
lessons.

The overall aim is to finish planning/
preparing the model lessons of the first 
month of the first semester in this time.

The First General Summer Meeting

.

.

.

.

.

is held in May 
and June before 

teachers go on 
their annual leave.

is when the 
evaluation of 
the previous 

year is made.

allows for 
the writing of 

evaluation reports 
for the past 

academic year.

is when all 
preparations are 

made for the 
coming year. (The 
yearly plan, lesson 
plans, the creation 

of smartboard 
resources, etc.)

2. Workshops and model 
lessons [BB1] are planned 

and prepared for the 
General Department 

meetings. The goal is to 
finish planning/preparing 

all topics for the first month 
in the 2nd General Summer 

Department Meeting.In the event of 
time remaining, 

these workshops 
and model 

lessons will be 
delivered at the 

first meeting held 
in May and June.

Books and 
resources to be 
used next year 
are examined.

 137 

Subject Departm
ents



138 

Ed
uc

at
io

na
l F

ac
ili

tie
s



Educational Facilities

Laboratories
Science Labs

The well-known quotation, ‘If I hear, I forget. If I see, I remember. If I do, I 
learn.’ neatly encapsulates the function of the science lab at Stirling 
Schools. Students are always excited to discover new learning opportunities 
demonstrated before their eyes in the science laboratory. Here also, students 
can carry out experiments themselves, under careful teacher supervision, 
and can experience engaging 3D science videos which support their learning 
in a memorable and vivid way.

Computer Labs

Our computer labs contain one computer (with controlled internet access) assigned to each 
student. Computer lessons also offer students another opportunity to improve their English 
language skills.

Our computers are equipped with the Windows 10 Operating System and the latest technology. 
Students do not just learn the theory. They spend most of their time involved in hands-on 
activities on their personal computers.

In primary school, pupils learn the basics of paint programs, Microsoft Office applications, 
and most importantly, coding through a Robotics series. In secondary school, students study 
animation programs, photo editing programs, and design programs.

In high schools, students advance their skills by learning website designs and simple 
programming. In both secondary and high schools, students join certificate programs 
through the code.org website under the supervision of our teachers. Moreover, students 
prepare projects that they submit to National and International Competitions.

Music Lab

Students attend music lessons in our music rooms. Students bring their musical instruments 
as required and also use the available instruments in the music room. Stirling Schools promote 
the study of music through competitions which help to motivate students, and a dedicated 
room decorated with music-themed visuals.

School Libraries
Our schools provide a wide range of books in the mother 
tongue, in English, and in Turkish, housed in spacious 
libraries. Students spend time in the library during break 
times and can also borrow books to take away and read 
elsewhere. Homeroom and class teachers encourage 
students to visit the library and help to foster the 
enjoyment of reading as a pleasurable pastime that can 
educate, amuse, and help in self-development.
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Art Lab

The Art rooms in our school help students to 
discover their artistic skills, to create different 
works of art, to take artistic risks and to learn about 
themselves as they develop their artistry.

We use a hands-on learning approach that students 
readily engage with in the Art room. Imagination 
and creativity are at the forefront of our art classes. 
Students practise their skills in paper, wood, stone, 
and different plastic materials. Our art rooms indicate 
the importance that Stirling Schools place on Art, 
valuing it as much as other subjects, since we believe 
that encouraging artistic expression should be an 
essential part of an all-round education.
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Brain Games Rooms
In our primary schools, we have ‘brain games’ lessons that we deliver in a classroom 
dedicated to this subject. Brain games classes aim to develop reasoning skills and to 
develop students' intelligence in a playful way, starting from an early age.

Children working on their reasoning skills are invited to consider and explore problems 
they may meet in real life, and problems they might encounter within the rote learning 
system. More importantly, through frequent practice, our pupils become adept at 
discovering solutions to these problems.

There are more than 30 different games in our labs. These are categorized in sets, 
according to the appropriate primary level (1st, 2nd or 3rd grades). These brain games 
are engaging and also enlightening for our students.
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We open
the door of the world
for our students.
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Our International Partners

The Stirling Schools group co-operates with several world-class international educational 
institutions to support its schools and it educational system. We have a well-established 
connection with reputable and prominent institutions that we collaborate in different areas.

Another highly regarded educational institution that Stirling Schools 
work with is Cambridge University Press. We purchase authentic, 
original, and digitally supported course materials from CUP. In 
addition, our teachers regularly receive training from expert trainers 
in Cambridge on teaching methodologies and other educational 
topics. Besides this, Stirling Schools, in cooperation with Cambridge 
University Press, organize ‘Cambridge Day’, a exclusive event which 
takes place in its schools with the participation of teachers, students, 
parents, and official Cambridge representatives.

Stirling Schools are centres authorized to run the Cambridge 
YLE (Starters, Movers, Flyers), Key, Preliminary, and First 
exams. We offer these official exams on various dates and 
we also prepare candidates for the exams. Our official exam 
and preparation centres are located in Baghdad, Basra, 
Kirkuk, Erbil, Sulaymaniyah, Duhok, Soran and Halabja.

One of our most reputable and prominent education partners is 
City & Guilds, a British Royal Charity that has been operating for 
140 years. Our schools across the country are accredited by City & 
Guilds and benchmarked to its standards as a guarantee of Quality 
Education in Stirling Schools.

Stirling Schools are exclusive authorized centres 
authorized to run the TOEFL Primary Step 1, Step 2 and 
Junior examinations. We are also authorized to manage 
the TOEFL ITP exam for high school students. We offer 
these official exams on various dates and we also 
prepare candidates for the exams. Our official exam and 
preparation centres are located in Baghdad, Basra, Kirkuk, 
Erbil, Sulaymaniyah, Duhok, Soran and Halabja.

Cambridge Educational Partnership TOEFL Exam Centre

City & Guilds Accreditation Cambridge Assessment of English
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Stirling Schools 
Action Plan within the 
UNESCO Education 
2030 Framework

How do we align our 
Educational goals with the UN's 
2030 framework for Education?

What is it?
The Education 2030 Framework for Action 
was adopted by 184 UNESCO Member 
States on 4 November 2015 in Paris. It is 
the result of a collective effort involving in-
depth, wide-ranging consultations driven 
and owned by countries, and facilitated 
by UNESCO and other partners. The 
development of the Framework was guided 
by the Education for All (EFA) Steering 
Committee, convened by UNESCO, and 
finalized through the Drafting Group for the 
Education 2030 Framework for Action.3

‘Ensure inclusive 
and equitable quality 
education and promote 
lifelong learning 
opportunities for all.’

STIRLING
Schools

UNESCO
Education

2030
Framework
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Action Plan

UNESCO 4.1 By 2030, ensure that all girls 
and boys complete free, equitable and 
quality primary and secondary education 
leading to relevant and effective learning 
outcomes.

SS: A.1  We will continue to provide quality 
primary and secondary education with 
our international partners offering equal 
provision for boys and girls. Moreover, 
we will continue to provide scholarships 
through our Stirling Schools Admission Test 
(SSAT) and will allocate a higher percentage 
to the girls (positive discrimination). 

UNESCO 4.2 By 2030, ensure that all girls 
and boys have access to quality early 
childhood development, care, and pre-
primary education so that they are ready for 
primary education.

SS: A.2 The Kindergarten section of Stirling 
Schools will continue to offer access to 
quality pre-primary education, preparing 
boys and girls both academically and 
socially for primary education.   

UNESCO 4.3 By 2030, ensure equal access 
for all women and men to affordable and 
quality technical, vocational and tertiary 
education, including university.

SS: A.3 Stirling Education, in collaboration 
with City & Guilds, will provide affordable 
and internationally recognized technical 
and vocational qualification programs and 
employability skills schemes across its 
Stirling Schools in the country via the Iraq 
skills web portal. 

UNESCO 4.4 By 2030, substantially increase 
the number of youth and adults who have 
relevant skills, including technical and 
vocational skills, for employment, decent 
jobs, and entrepreneurship.

SS: A.4 By fostering a varied range 
of employability skills through quality 
certification programs, young people and 
adults will be in a better position to find jobs 
and to start businesses.

UNESCO 4.5 By 2030, eliminate gender 
disparities in education and ensure equal 
access to all levels of education and 
vocational training for the vulnerable, 
including persons with disabilities, 
indigenous peoples and children in 
vulnerable situations.

SS: A.5 The Stirling Schools group, 
through its values curriculum, develops an 
awareness of gender equality among its 
thousands of students. Moreover, Stirling 
Schools will strive to make at least one of 
its school buildings in every city accessible 
to people with disabilities.

UNESCO 4.6 By 2030, ensure that all youth 
and a substantial proportion of adults, both 
men, and women, achieve literacy and 
numeracy

SS: A.6 Providing quality education to 
thousands of people across the country 
raises awareness about the importance of 
literacy among families. Parental orientation 
meetings, and other activities that Stirling 
Schools carry out for parents will help 
to inspire literacy development. Stirling 
Education will also ensure that it includes 
literacy and numeracy development in its 
qualification programs.

Stirling Schools align their educational strategies and goals 
with the UN's 2030 targets. Stirling Schools (SS) have set 
an action plan to reach the targets set by UNESCO.
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UNESCO By 2030, ensure that all learners 
acquire the knowledge and skills needed 
to promote sustainable development, 
including, among others, through 
education for sustainable development 
and sustainable lifestyles, human rights, 
gender equality, promotion of a culture 
of peace and non-violence, global 
citizenship and appreciation of cultural 
diversity and of culture’s contribution to 
sustainable development

SS: A.6 The Stirling Schools Values 
Curriculum caters to human rights, 
gender equality, the appreciation of 
differences, welcoming new ideas, 
global citizenship, cultural diversity and 
many other values. Our motto is ‘World 
Peace through Personal Peace.’ Stirling 
Schools will ensure that the values 
curriculum is implemented across its 
schools and made accessible to parents 
and the wider community.

UNESCO 4.a Build and upgrade education 
facilities that are child-, disability- and 
gender-sensitive and provide safe, non-
violent, inclusive and effective learning 
environments for all.

SS: A.7 Stirling Schools’ education 
facilities are safe, non-violent, inclusive 
and effective learning environments. We 
will, moving forward, strive to make the 
facilities sensitive for disabled students 
also.

UNESCO 4.c By 2030, substantially 
increase the supply of qualified 
teachers, including through international 
cooperation for teacher training in 
developing countries, especially the least 
developed countries and small island 
developing States.

SS: A.8 Stirling Education has 
established their Teachers’ Academy 
which is internationally accredited by 
City & Guilds and which aims to nurture 
qualified teachers and provide teacher 
training programs for all governmental 
and private sectors.
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